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VINDICATION 


NY « OF.THE 
PROCEEDINGS 
.- OF THE | 
Convention of the EsTaTEs in Scotland, &c. 


'HE Dethroning a King, and ſetting the Crown upon the 
Head of a new Soveraign, is certainly a Matter. of fo great 
weight, of ſuch vaſt - importance and concern, that it re- 
quires. the moſt ſerious and deliberate, the moſt calm and un- 
prejudiced minds to determine it z haſty and undigeſted re- 
ſolutions, if in any cafe dangerous, would unqueſtionably in this-prove fa. 
tal and remedileſs ; our Nation has been formerly branded with an oppro- 
brious Epithet of being wiſe behind hand , how carefully the Eſtates pre- 
ſently convened have guarded againſt ſuch reproachful calumnies, their 
wiſe and prudent proceedings will clearly manifeſt to every impariial and 
unbiaſſed enquirer. | | ; Pp 
Tis true, it were next to a Miracle to find all men contented upon - 
ſo ſudden and extraordinary a change of affairs; for there being not only 
a miſguided party amongſt us, who under the pretext of Conſcience (which 
without due and ſufficient information proves a dangerous guide) diſturbs 
the preſent Settlement with their groundleſs Jealouſies and diſcontents, but 
alſo a dangerous Faftion, who having their ſcandalous Eaſe abridged, and 
their ſelfiſh Intereſt concerned, .rage and fret, and wickedly- malign all 
healing methods that are contrary to their malicious Deſigns, it'is not pol- 
fible to prevent their unreaſonable clamours againſt the moſt harmleſs and 
peaceable proceedings 3 ill natured men take pleaſure to live in the fire of 
contention, and will not be at the pains to conſider things with a ſteady 
and unprejudiced mind ; and it is a very hard and difficule, as well as un- 
pleaſant. task to fearch for all their boſom reaſons, or examine the private 
whiſpers, and Coffee-houſe Tales of a diſcontented party , it ſhall there- 
fore ſatisfie me to conſider the moſt material objettions that may be propgo- 

ſed agfinſt the Convention and their Proceedings. no 
The firſt thing lyable to quarrel is the meeting it ſelf, which we muſc 
briefly vindicate before we can examine their Proceedings 3 for unleſs we 
| | Can 


2 The Vindication of the Proceedings 

can make it appear that it was lawful for the Eſtates to meet, and had pow- 
er to order the preſent Settlement, all their after proceedings are void and 
null. ; | et J vE -M COON : 

That this was in lawful Meeting ſeems to be made evident mot ozly by ſeve- 
ral Ais of Parliament, forbidding all Conventions, Meetings, and Aſſemblies, 
without the Kings command, or expreſs licenſe, as AC. 31, Parl. 8 Jac. 6. and 
Att. 4. Sefl. 1. Parl. 1. Car. Il. But alſo becauſe by a Selemn Oath called the Teſt, 
all per ſor: gin publick truſt did (wear, Thabit was unlamful for*Sulje@s upon any 
pretence whatſoever to convocate, convene For aſſenthle in any Councils, Convu:n- 
tions, or Aſſemblies, to treat, conſult, or determine in any matter of State, Ci- 
vil or Ecileftaſtick,, without his Maje(ties ſpecial command, or expreſs licenſe had 
thereto : Nor can it vindicate the preſent Corverticn, that it was. ca'l'd by the 
Prince of Orange , becauſe the Noblemen ayd Gentlemeu who deſired the Prince 
of Orange to take the adminiſiration of fffuirs, and iſſue out Writs, aed only 
is a private capacity, and conſequently iilegatly kd unwarrantably. 

I confeſs this is a very conliderable Plea, and ſeems at firit view to car. 
ry in it no ſmall weighs;: I ſhall rherefaze endeavour ty make'it evident _be- 
yond contradiftion, That there was an abſolute neeeſſity of ſuch a Converticy, 
and that all Luvs and Oaths which forbid ſuch unavoidable Afſembligg are raſh and. 
unlawfal. 7 | "I Baker | 

It is well*'known in what diforder the Kingdom was upon the report of 
King Fames's withdrawing and leaving England, and there being no proba- 
bility of having matters ſertled by the Kings Council,” there being fo few 
to meer, or willing to meddle with publick affiirs in ſuch a general Con- 
ſternation, the neccffity we were rediiced to, made the Noblemen and Gen: 
tlemen then at London apply themſclves to the Prince of Orarge, That Le wigts 
take upon him the Adminiſtraticn of Affairs, and iſſne out his Writsftr a Con- 
wention; this was judged the only, ſate and proper method could'be taken 
to prevent the threatning diſorders and contuftons of the Kingdom, which 
was not, I aſſure you, the haſty reſolution of a diſcontented party, but 
the deliberated advice of the beſt Lawyers, and ſureſt Friends the late 
King had. : = | 

There not being then the leaſt probability of keeping the Nation from 
ruin in ſuch a confuſed condition, without calling ſuch a Convention, it 
ſeems unreaſonable to urge former Laws and Oaths againſt abſolute ne- 
ceflary and unavoidable meetings: ſuch Laws ought to be repeal'd if they. 
be not (as I apprchend they are) void and null in themſclves, and men 
ſhould ſeriouſly repent who ſtain'd their Conſciences by ſuch unlawful 
 Oaths; for it is certain beyond debate, no man can be obliged to what is 
impoſhble. "5 ot | | : 

When men ſhall prove that a Nation can ſubſiſt without Government, and 
that Peace and Order can be expe&ed when every man does what ſeems 
good in his own eyes, then let them condemn thoſe Conventions which un. 
avoidable neceſſity, againſt which there can be noLaw, ſo warrantably al- 
lows. | Fe B3 
There has been ſo much already writ againſt that unlawful and contra- 
diory Oath called the Tef#, that I ſhall not be at the pains to conſider it, 
referring you to that Book intituled, The Caſe of the Earl of Argyle, where 

you 
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you will ſce that ſcandalous Oath (for explaining of which, in: orde 
only to/ſatisfie his own Conſcience when he took it, that Noble Eart 
ſuffered the loſs of his Life and Eſtate) ſufficiently expoſed tothe con- 
tempt of the world. | py + 
.. As, for thoſe Laws that diſcharge SuljeFs from meeting - and 
conſulting without the Kings expreſs command or allowance , the very Ads 
ſappole that SubjeQs have a King to order and appoint ſuch meetings, 
bur in the preſent caſe the King had deſerted his people without giving 
them the leaſt intimation what methods they ſhould take; and there 
beirg no hopes of any commiſſion from him to ſettle a cdnfuſed and diſorder- 
ed Nation , they were nececflitated to meet and conſult without waiting 
and attending his command or licenſe. Nay, ſuppoſe King Fames had 
been called back, he could not in conſcience queſtion the lawfulneſs 
of the Meeting; for how could SubjeQs have advanced his Intereſt 
without meeting to conſult upon fit meaſures ? 1 only inſtance this 10 
ſhew the neceſſity of ſuch a Convention in abſolutely neceffary and 
urgent caſes. | : 

But beſides, King James did aſſume the Governmerit contrary'to Law, 
and, intirely deſtroyed ihe Conſtitution of the K.ingdom , as hall 'afters 
wards be made appear ; and the Nation not being able to eaſe it felf of 
thoſe Grievances it groaned under, the people were forced quietly ro 
ſuffer and endure what they could not remedy , until the Iluſtrious 
Prince of Orange ſent from Fleauen to relieve the oppreſſed, procured us 
a deliverance from thoſe miſcries, and having at the defire of the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, then at London, iflued out Writs for the preſent 
Convention (without which we had had no orderly Meeting) the 
Nation was then put in a condition to caſe themſelves of a King: whs 
had aſſumed the Governwent, and begun to deſtroy their Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties : So-that the late King having no juſt Soveraignty 
the people. could not be his Subjedts, | and theſe Laws only obliging 
Subje&s,they-could lay no bond upon them not to meer, I 


Thus, I hope, the lawfulnefs of the preſent Convention is ſuffici- 
ently clearly, but yet to give men ſome further ſatisfaction, T hall ins 
ſtance two or three-other, caſes,. which will contribute to make it 'evis 
dent,, That there is a neceſlity of ſuch Meetings and: Aﬀemblies + 
1. What if the King were a child, ang unfit for Government ? "9. What if 
he became furious and Lunatick 2 as lately in Portugal. 3.. What if be became 
au abſolute Tyrant, which differs not much from the former ? 4. What if 
he ſhould publickly refign the Government ? . Or, 5. Alienate ther Kingdom, 
or deſert ard abdicate it. And laſtly , What if the: Rojal: Ling - ſhould 
be extin&. Thele are all caſes which have frequently fallen out 5; and 
muſt Subje&s in theſe circumſtances. fit ſtill and: ſuffer the "Kingdom 
to ruin itſelf with diſorders and confuſions ? All-thefe ſeem to be'plair 
and obviqus caſes, in which it/is abſglqtely neceflary: for the Eſtates of 
the Kingdom to meet and conſult _- to ſettle the: Government; and 
7 v3 : PIC - 
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prevent otherwiſe unavoidable ruin ; when then: ſhall ſhew me how he. 
' (afey and peace of a Nation can be ſecured in-ſach cafes, without fuch'a' 
Convention , then F ſhall forbear to quarrel with thery'for condem-/ 
ning the preſent Meeting. But ſince it 1s evident ſuch cafes may 'occur; 
it ſeems.to be unreaſonable to make Laws, or \imipoſe Oaths to hinder una- 
woidable Conventions. : | mY WS 
But for a further removing of all Scruples that may arife concerning 
the lawfulneſs of fuck Conventions, it would-be-confidered that they 
derive not their powet from Laws («<xcept of neceffity) and cantot be 
diſcharged or forbidden by Parliamentary As, they being' antecedent 
to, and not capable of being reſtrifted or confidered by thetmn. Such 
Conventions repreſent that irſt Meeting which contracted with our 
firſt King, and conſequently miſt ſtill rerath that power"to 'meert and 
conſult whether their King has violated (and: deſtroyed that Contrat 
that he made with them; when men thall either convince me; or force 
themſelves to believe there were ever a Nation under Heaven fo mad 
or fond of-ſlavery , «s to give np themſelves freely, and without conflraint 
to be abſolntely ruled by one man, and to obey whatſoever he ſhall command ; 
then ſhall I believe the prefent Convention can plead no right in that 
original Contra& which all thinking men acknowledge... 1 confefs ſome 
people by force have become flaves, but itis impoſſible without a conti« 
nued force to keep a whole Nation in fuch a brutith obedience, and fat 
more unreaſonable to apprehend- they did freely ſubmit to their firſt King, 
and obliged themſclves and their Poſterity to obey him and his -Suc+ 
ceſlors, without any promiſe or engagement on his part 3 let all Ages be 
conſulted, and it will appear evident and unqueſtionable that there was 
never an oppreſſed people bur fo' ſoon as ever put in favourable circum- 
ſtances, and in a capacity to eaſe and relieve themſelves, ' but they em- 
braced the opportunity, and chearfully met:and combined to ſhake off 
that ſlavery which is repugnant o their original Contraft of being pro- 
' tected and governed according to equity and legal eſtabliſhtnents. | 


Having thus far cleated the lawfulneſs of the preſent Convention, I 
come in the next place to conſider their power, and here firſt I appret 
hend: it will be eafily granted, 7hat fince the threatning antl inevitable dife 
orders did require fuch a Convention, that it 3s #n the power of this Meeting 
to confult on fit meaſures to prevent ſuch diforders; 'and there being nothing 
that gaveiriſe to theſe, but the encoachorents and violations made tn 
"the: legal Conſtitutions, and the juſt fears of Popery and Slavery , it is rea- 
ſonableCinthe ſecond place to acknowledg that the preſent Conven- 
tion might: warrantably examine what encroachments have been made 
ppon the Government, and condeſeend upon juſt 'methods for freeing 
the Natjon of them, as-juſt fears of Popery and Arbitrary power, and 
ſcuring the Nation from any ſuch future inconyentencies and. preſſures 
they preſently grozned under. But! 344, Whatever power that Convent 
pn-had which made choice of our firſt King, and entred (into a CURR 
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of the Eftates in Scotland, + bo 
with him, this preſent Meeting retams that ſame '3nrinſick power : and 
as our Anceftors had power to limit a King of their own chooſing, and 
ro give - him the Crown ypon certain terms and conditions," ſo the 
meeting hath power to conſider whether King James (of the (ame Race) 
hath violated and invaded the fundamental Conſtitutions of the King- 
dom, atid accordingly declare his retaining or loſing the tight of the 
Crown and altho it is confeſſed that after our Predeceſfors'entred in 
that Contrat, they became ſubjeFs, yerit is as certain they became only 
Subje@s upon tertain terms and conditions, which being violated #tid bro. 
ken, their ſubjetion ceaſes; And tho every private: perſon is 
not a Judg in this caſe , yet thoſe who entred into that'Contra&, 
and their . Repreſentatives, muſt be Judges, and the preſent 
Convention being the true Repreſentatives of. thoſe who contra- 
Red with our firſt King, they have'power to determine how far the 
fandamental Conſtitutions of the Kingdom have been invaded of late.” 
4ly. As "the preſent Convention have power to conſider what violations 
have been made upon the legal Conſtitution by the late King and his 
Miniſters, ,ſo upon their declaring the Throne vacant, they have poer to 
ſettle the Government, for the fabaty and good of the Nation, and to 
conſider upon fit Preliminaries, that what is a juſt Grievance: may be 
removed ,- and the Crown ſettled upon ſuch Conditions that we may 
not be in hazard of being hurried again into our former miſeries ; but 
becauſe theſe and other particulars, I might here inlarge upon, will 
neceſlarily fall in'to be conſidered, when I come to anſwer Objedi- 
ons, I ſhall ſapercede them at preſent, and now proceed to. vindicate 
the paſt Refolations of the preſent Convention. OY 


» ka d 


The firſt thing to be confider'd,are their reaſons for declaring theThrone 
vacant;And here wemuſt obſerve that the Conventiondid not haſtily and 
inconſiderately proceed againſt K. James, but deliberately conſidered the 
ſeveral Inftances of his maleverſation, and the Encroachments and Vio- 
Jations. he made upon the Conſtitutions not only by his ating contra- 
ry to Law, but deſtroying the Law it ſelf, and the ſeveral reaſons 
were agtin and again read and argued one by one, [ſo that" the whole 
Convention, except” ſome' Biſhops, and four or five others,” were ſa- 
tisfied inevery Article, before the Vacancy off the Throne was deter- 
mined.  T take-notice of this, becaufe this Natiofial procedure is chal- 
lenged by a, late” Author'in a Pamphlet Intituled, Shue popml;,: &c. As 
not ſo' becoming the reſpe# dne to the Soveraign Majeſty, mir the 
National kindneſs to the ancient Race and Line, to ule ſuch dire&t and ex- 
traordinafy accuſations,” One' would think a Throne ſhould not be 
declated vacant without' ſome reafon, and the gremer the” Violations | 
Have been, the ſtronger are the reaſons for detlaring ſuch- a Vacaricy. 
And how could'the Convention either fatisfie themſelves/or the world 
if they give no reaſon for Dethronilg King: Jovi Þ No'thinkitig mag 
will "cxtity challenge'them for want of refpe or kmdnels, if the rea- 
ſons they have given, warrant tlie thmg-it felf,/ſbre It ld ___ 
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reſpe& and-kindneſs to have declared the. Throne vacant: without 'gi-., 
ving any reaſon, or to alledge only with the. Author, his 'deſerting the 
Kingdom, -to be a ſufficient reaſon 3. for I know few rational men will 
be ſatisfied :with that. And it is a general miftpke to think the Conven; 
tion in {Frng/and did declare the Throne vacant upon that account ; 
and the, Author acknowledges it .was the method of England, firſt to, 
take notice of the Kings maleverſationsz they judged that the King de-, 
ſerted, abdicated, or-renounced, the Government. before-his leaving, 
the Kingdom by aſſuming. an Arbitrary, and Deſpotick power, deſtroying 
the very Conſtitution of tl.cir.Government ; but no man, of ſenſe, but 
the Author, ever thought that a Kings leaving the Kingdom is a ſufficient 
round for rejeting him, for at this rate the beſt of Kings, through the 
power of a prevailing fation: might forfeit his right ro the Crown ; if 
there had been any ground for ſuch a plea the enemies of King Charles 
the II. had certainly made uſe of it, but paſſing this horcalonab tender- 
neſs of the Authors, which can have no place here, I come to conſider 


the Reaſons for declaring the Throne vacait. 


The firſt-is, King James the Seventh, being a profeſicd_Papiſt, did 
aſſume the Regal Power, and ated as King, without ever daking tle Oath 
required by Law, whereby every King at his acceſs to the Government 
is obliged to ſwear to maintain the Proteſtant Religion, and to rule the 
p-ople according to. the laudable Laws. T his reaſon has two brarches 
- which muſt be diſtinaly conſidered, firſt the Kirgs aſſuming the Regal 
Power, being a profeſſed Papiſt : 2ly, His ating as King wittout taker g 
the Oath, which our Law requires all Kings ſhould take at their acceſs 
to the Government: Both theſe are joined in ;or;e reaſon, becauſe beth 
are comprehended in the ſame Att of Parliament ; a part of which 
AR I ſhall ſet down here for a further clearing of the whole at- 


fair : 


"Becauſe that the increaſe of Uertue and. ſupþzeſſiing of Jdo- 
latry craves that the 4Bzince and the People. be of one perfect 
Keligion , Which of Gods mercy is now publtckly p2ofefſed 
within this Realm , therefoze it is ſtatute and ozdained 
by our Soveraign Lozd, my Lozd Regent, and the thzee 
Eſtates of this pzeſent Parltament, that all Kings and Pzin= 
ces, 0z Pagiltrates whatſoever holding ther. place quhflk, here- 
after in -aiy time, ſball happett to reign and bear rule over this 
Realmat the time of their Cozonatton and receipt of their Pzince- 
Iy authozity make their faithful pzomiſe by Dath in pzeſence of 
the Eternal God , that during the Whole courſe of their lives 
they ſþall ſerve the ſamein Cternal God, tothe uttermoft of their 
power, accozding -a$. he has required in his moſt Holy Wozd 
revealed and contatned in the New and Old 'Tefſtaments, and ac- 
cozding to the ſame in _wozd. ſþali. maintain the true gon - 
Þ zl 
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Chziſt Jeſus, the Þzeaching of his Holy uz0zd , and-due and 
right Piniltration of the Sacraments now received and pzeached 
withtn this Kealm , and ſhall aboliſb and gainſtand all faiſe ze- 
ligion contrary to the ſamein, and ſball rule the pesple committed 
to thetr charge accozding/to the will and command of God reveal- 
ed in his fozeſatd Wozd, and accozding to the iaudable Laws and 
Conſtitutions received in this RKealm, no Wiſe repugnant to the 
ſaid CWozd of the 'Eternal God ; and ſhall pzocure to the utmoſt 
of their power to the Kirk of God, and batll Chziſtian people true 
gnd perkect peace in all time coming, . Che: rights and rents, 
With all jult-P2iviledges of the Crown of; Scotland, to preſerve 
and keep tnviolated 2 Neither (ball they transfer noz alienate the 
ſamein. 'They {hall fozbid and repzeſs ty ail Eſtates and degrees 
reife, opp2eſſion, and all kind of w2ong, Jn all Judgments they 
{ball command and pzocure that-zuſtice and equity be keeped to ail 
Creatures without exception, -as the. L 02d and Father of-all mer- 
cies be merciful to them, And out of their Lands and Empire they 
{ball be careful to root out all Þereticks and Enemies to the 
true by een of God that ſbalibe-convict be the true Kirk of God 
of the. fozelatd Crimes, and that they ſball faithfully affirm the 
things above. written be their ſolemn Dath, A&. 1.6. p.1. c.8. Anuo 
1567. mY | Fo rs. 


Againſt this' firſt reaſon there are two. things obje&ed :- r, 7t is uv- 
reaſonable, and would be of dangerons conſequence to Proteſtant Princes 
abroad to maintain that a King loſes his juſt title to the Crown, if be be of 
2 different. Religion from his SubjeFs 5 and does not the eſtminſier 
Canteſſion, of faith plainly declare, 'That infidelity or difference in Reli- 
giow does trot 'make void of the Magiſtrates juſt and lawful Title ? 2. King 


| James his 'not taking the Coronation Oath can be n0, more a crime in hin 


than it was in King Charles the Firſt, who exerciſed the Government al- 
groſs eight years before he*was Crowned 5 no body ever being fo fooliſh 
as to dream that the Crowning a:King, or Coronation Oath made him a 
King 3 .theſe being meerly more ſolemn declarations and tyes, but give no © 
right ; befides, this AGF of Parliament was made in King James the 
Sixths Minority. , and before he was. King of England, fnce which 
time it was not poſſible: inſtantly to Crown the King. upon his acceſs to 
the Government 3, and it is ſtrange if this was thought ſo "material, why 
the. Repreſentatives of the Nation | met in Parliament did - not repreſent 
this to King James. : - | 7 644+ 4 

- In Anſwer to both theſe ObjeQions, I humbly offer theſe few things 
to be conſidered : : *. EA xj 

- I. Government is-not a matter of Property but of 7r«ſs. given upon 
certain terms and conditions 3 the King is not. to-obſerve his own -me- 
thods, and to rule as he /pleaſeth, he is obliged to: rule by Law, and 


_ our Law enjoyning the King to by of the Proteſtant Religion, cer- 


- tainly 
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tainly the: late -King James aſſumed the Government contrary to 


Law, and tho that Law was made in the Minority of King James 
the Sixth, yet ſince it has continued unrepealed to this day , -and 
confirmed by all ſubſequent Parliaments , it is ignorance and folly 
to carp at it, or deny it-to be in force. Aſtho then a Papiſt does 
not loſe his Property becauſe he is 'a Papiſt (altho many Proteſtants in 
France had their Properties and Eſtates taken from them, contrary to 
all equity and juſtice, meerly becaulc they could not in conſcience-turn 
Papilts) yet a King, 'being obliged'to rule his Subjc&s according to 
the Fundemental Cortra@ , and the particular Laws of the. Kingdom, 
and to accept of the Government por: certain Conditions,. it. is un- 
deniable, if he be not qualified according to the Laws, | he is not 
' In a capacity to rule. If the Papifts of Frazce could have' produced 
any Law for excluding a Proteſtant from the Government''no.man 
had condemned them , for riſing in Arws againft Hezry the Fourth ; 
but tho they had no ſuch Law, yet we know he could' iiot'-peace- 
ably enjoy the Crown till he changed his Religion. | 

As for Proteſtant Princes abroad, either their SubjeCts are'moſtly of 
their own Religion, as in Swedes and Dewmark, or elſe they hold 
their Dominions by Property, which difference in Religion cannoe 
reach, and there being no Law excluding either from the Goverament, 
this Plea can ſound no ſad alarm to Proteſtant Princes abroad.  _ 


2. As for the. Weſtminſter Confeffion of Faith, it does not in the 
leaſt oppoſe the: preſent reaſon, for not to urge the qualifications of 
" a juſt and legal title which that Confeſſion ſays difference in Religion 
makes not void ; it is certain, the Authors of that Confeſſion had 
in their proſpe& the Thirteen of the Romans, as the Note in the 
Margent demonſtrates, and the meaning of -that Texr and'theirs muſt 
be the ſame, to wit, that Chriſtians living under Infidel Magiſtrates, 
which was the caſe of Primitive Chriſtians, ſhould neither nicely exa- 
mine the title of their Emperours, nor fay their Authority was 
null, they were to ſubmit ; and not to queſtion their power, as the 
Groſticks did. Where Civil Government is eſtabliſhed, and the Magi- 
ſtrate an Infidel, ſubje&s being Chriſtians, who live under : the 
proteQion of the Government , muſt not think the Magpiſtrates juſt 
and legal title is void 3 for the Goſpel doth not alter the Laws of a 
State, Chriſtians who live under ' the Grand Signior ought :not in 


reaſon to queſtion his Title and Authority 3 and Proteſtants who - 


live under Popiſh Princes muſt acknowledg their juſt and legal powers 
but our caſe is vaſtly different from theirs, for our Laws require our 
Kings to be of the ſame Religion with the Subjefts ; ſo that we 
cannot be accuſed of any injuſtice, if we refuſe either an Infidel, or 


a Prince of a different 'Religion, (whoſe Faith '6bliges him ito eſteem 


and treat us as Hereticks), from being our 'King, or reje& him-if he 
aſſume the Government without being legally capacitated. ' - 
37. 
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31y. Though we do not ſay that either the King's Coronation, or 
the Oath our Law requires every King to take at his acceſs to the 
Government makes him King, yet ſince they are a ſolemn and cy- 
fiomary. confirmation, not only of- the- Fundamental Comtra® , but of 
thoſe ſubſequent PaFions and Agreements contained in the Ads of ſeve- 
ral Parliaments, and it being . expreſly required by our Law, That 
every King. at. his acceſs to. the Government take that Coronation Oath, it 
is manifeſtly 4 v79/ation. of the Law to- aſſume the Government ' without 
raking. that Oath; and though our Kings fince they came to the Crown 
of England,. could not inſtantly upon-their acceſs to the Government 
be Crowned, yet nothing needed _ hinder them from taking 'the 
Oath required by Law before they enter upon the exerciſe of the 


. Government'z and though this may be ſometimes paſſed over with- 


out a challenge from the Repreſentatives of the people, yet ſtill it 
creates juſt fears and /jealoufies , and when it is' attended with other 
manifeſt violations of and encroachments on the legal Conſtitution, no 
thinking man can blame thoſe who are now lawfully met, if a- 
mongſt other reaſons. this be named as ' 4 violation of their 
Laws. | 


aly. Although it is evident we had never been 2 whit the ſecu- 
rer, though King Fawes had taken that Oath, ſince it is well-known 
how little he regarded- his Coronation Oath in Erg/azd, yet fince he 
did not accept of 'the Government-as our Laws require, nay could . 
not, while he continued a Papiſt, take that Coronation Oath , his afſu- 
ming the Regal power , and adting as King was a manifeſt viola- 
tion of our Law, and conftruQively. a renouncing of the Government, 
for it was an evident argument :he- was not reſolved to accepe of 
the Government upon thiofe terms and ; conditious our Law requires, 
wihobt which he had-no right to rule.” - | 


The ſecond 'Reaſon for-declaring the "Throne vacant runs thus : 
' the advice" of -evil and withed Connſellors, he did invade the Funda- 
mental Conſtitution of this \Kingdom , ani. altered it from a legal, linti- 
ted Monarchy; to an — Deſpotick power, ' arid hath exerciſed the 
ſame to the Jubverſion of the-Proteſtant Religion, and the violation of the 
Laws and Liberties of ' the Nation , inoerting all the ' ends of Government, 


Now this being the very foundation of all the fubſequent reaſons 
which are only ſeveral inſtances: of the violation of our Laws and 
Libertics, and a ſufficient reaſon for declaring the Throne vacant, ſup- 
poſe he had neither been a Papiſt,. nor refuſed the Oath our Law re- 
quires he ſhould take before his entrance in the Government. I ſhall 
therefore conſider it more particularly in returning an anſwer to the 
ſevera! Obje&ions that may be made againſt it. 


Firſt 
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_ Firſt; is-it objected, That it ſeems ſtrange to charge it as a fault on 
the King, that he -was abſolute fince in the Parliament holden'in the! zeat 
1685. the King was declared an abſolute Monarch to. be obezed without 
reſerve, and whatever is done. in Parliament is always: conſtxuGed.t0 be 
the AG. of the whole Nation, and cannot be reputed. an 2tt of Ve" 1K ing 
or any_ground for the Subje® to repudiate and, rejed . him-z:+ for ſince 
by Law King James was made an abſolute," Monarch .,\:. ke mightby 
Law do 'all-theſe things which the preſent Cyrvention libell againſt, hint, 
& Violations. of the Government, {1wce your Law made hint." avſo!/ute,; 1ou 
muſt blame your Law, and the; Repreſentatives :of. the peoples. and. nat 
your Prince who was impowered by 'Law to do what he pleaſed, finri l) wd 
9 Vt -15 PBamrn1 1150 
This Argument, by a careleſs 2nd unthinking.:Reager;.may, ſeen 
to carry with it much force and weight ;...but the more' obſerving 
and wary will eaſily diſcover; its . weaknefs'; iI. ſhall; for ;this-:offet 
inſtance theſe following Conſiderations : | | ::- ology © None 


| ; | { Myers =#: hd. D013 TC tb if 3IF 

7, The Fundamental and Original Contra#, :whereby:the;King was 
obliged to prote&t, and the people to obey ;, ard the tery End, of 
Government, viz. the ſafety of the people cannot be deſiroged by any 
ſubſequett accidental AF or Law iz but tlis dedlaring:.a; King ro, be. 
an: abſolute Monarch: deſtroyes-! the | very: nature” of, that. Primitive 
Contraft, - and tyes.the people3ta- obey withour: any obligation: on the 
Prinee-tq; prote&,; but of this I;ſhall diſcourſe fully jn;.anfyering [the 
NnEXE ObjcQion: ret; 8-5: TEL > ie 2\ «5 Jo. -- (3 


| bers to ſerve therein, both-in Shires _—_ Burroughs, we muſt conclude 
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elfe what needed all the pains to call Parliaments for repealing Penal Laws 
againſt Papiſts,. apprehend: few of them were fo fooliſh'/as to think 
the Kings beinganb/tlute Monarchy, and: by vertue of this:power 4s 
diſpenſing with former Laws, was a ſufficient ſecurity to keep them 
from the penalty” contiined 'in thoſe: ſtanding unrepealed Laws' a- 
gaigſt Papiſty'upon the' acceſlion. of a Proteſtant Prince: to the Gas 
vernment, this Law then of: the Kings:being an abſotute. Prince, is 
ſo inconſiſtent with the ſtanding, of all former Laws, that theſe are 
7pſo:JaGo void'and null if this be admitted, and if theſe: be: (tilt in 
force, as certamly they muſt,” till they. be! repealed by that ſame 
power'that made' them, ther» this Law: muſt be looked upon 'to be 
woid and null ,-'and can never warrant the Kiog to diſpenſe with 


- theſe former' Laws. 


But thirdly, Granting this Law of making the King an abſolute 


Monarch, be taken-in 3ts-full extent. and laritude; yer till it is" of 
'no force to vindicate the King's deſtroying of our, Laws:, and: the 


Conſtitution of the Kingdom for the' (giving ſuchy power to the 


King was more than any Parliament could do, and conſequently fuch 
'an AE Was null and void, i and no more warrantable:or valid than 


a mans beſtowing and giving away what belongsto another', of 


which he has no power nor right to diſpoſe; the Parliament might as 


well have reſigned the whole Parliamentary power, and all the peo- 
ples Rights and: Properties, and yet no wiſe:man would have thought 


It was im their power to beſtow ſuch liberal Gifts: on their Prince 3 


it was never'the deſign of the people who did choſe their Repre- 
ſentatives ts be made ſlaves by a publick Law, or to have their legal 
limited Government changed into an abſolute Monarchy; the doing of 
this was -a clear betraying of that 'truſt the people repoſed in 
them. | 
, Bur farther, it would be conſidered, that the very deſign and end 
of Parijjamtnts is #0. make Laws for the peaceable and orderly governing of 
the Nation conform to the Original and Fundamental Contra. But 
to make our King abſolute is ſo far 'comrary to: the ſafery of the 
people, and the defign of Parliaments, that it cannot ſo much as 
fall under the cognizance and power of fuch a Meeting. 

Laſtly, We muft conſider that the moſt part, if nor all the Mem- 
bers of that Parliament: were afraid of being impeached for converſe 
with-Rebels, and therefore they were willing to paſs any AR thar 


their lives and fortunes might be ſecured, they did not generouſly 
prefer the publick good. to their--private- Intereſts. And indeed if . 


we take notice of the methods that-were made '\uſe of to deſtroy 
Free Parliaments, the many Penſions beftowed on many of the moſt 
eminent Members 3 Scandalous Oaths eſtabliſhed for hindring Free 
EleCtions, and ſuch manifeſt corruptions"of the Ble&ion of Mem- 


that 


—_ 
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that ſuch a packt- Parliament. deſerves not the name of. a Parliament. 
And' that. this A&, declaring the King tb'be an abſolutgMonarch, is 
ſo much the: more a Grievance in that it 4s eſtabliſhed by Law, 


But beſides thoſe Conſiderations whick: I bave [deſignealy men- 
tioned ro 'prove, that the: At of- Parliament declaring*the King'to 
be an Abſolute Monarch, and to be: obeyed without! reſerve, is 
null .and void: I might add a great many other: Reafons to ſhew, 
That the very nature of this Law deſtroys the end of Governmenr, 
and could not fail to be fatal both to the King and People, it laying 
a Foundation for Tyranny ard Slavery- It 1s well-known, that the 
Kings great:defign in promoting this Att, was td awtroguce Popery,'and 
the more ſecurely to ſubvert all former Laws, which.canoptlubfiſt if this' 
one Law be in force, and I ſhall leave it to every mans ſober 
thoughts, Whether ſach an unjuſt Law,. which deſtrozes the: legal and 1;- 
mited Conſtitution of the Government can | be of any force to bind 
the Subje&s ; for if Tyranny and abſolute power. may not be re- 
ſiſted, there. an-end of our Government 3 bur as I-faid already, 
That the Parliament had no power to grant a Law whereby the 
King might- overthrow the Government, So the Kirg cannot by 
Law accept of fuch an unlimited Power ; and it is evident, that - m 
promoting and paſling this AQ, he never deſigned to take that 
Oath our Law requires, for it is altogether inconſiſtant with its ſo 
that King Fames having aſſumed the Government,' .and aGted as 
King contrary to Law, this Parliament was no legal Parliament, 


and this A 1s no Law binding the Subjects, | 


But the greateſt duft is raiſed by our Divines, who alledge, That 
Mazarchy is Jure Divino, and that Kings hold their Crowns immediately 
from God Almighty alone; that it is by him that Kings Reign 3 that 
the Higher Powers are ordained by (Tod, and are only accountable to him, 
and therefore cannot be deveſied-of that right by the People. | 


TI ſhould have paſſed by this ObjeQion, it being ſo common, and 
ſo fully anſwered, both formerly and of late, by ſo meny able pens, 
but it being urged in the Convention with ſo much vehemency 
by one of that Venerable Order, and the People being poyloned- 
with falſe notions about Government, nothing having more contri- 
buted to enſlave the Nation, and debauch Mens Conſciences, than 
the Preaching up the Doftrine of Abſolute Power and Non-reſiſtance, 
I ſha!l therefore briefly conſider the Original and Foundation of 
Government, and enquire whether there be any ground from Scrip» 
ture for aſſerting a Jure Divino Monarchy. 


There is no doubt if Man had continued in that innocent State 


which his Maker at firſt ſtated him in, there had been no "_ 
| | | about 
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about the Power of Princes, nor Priviledges of the People 5; :Laws 
not being t@g made for the Righteous, nor Government of- uſe, 
but for preventing of injuries, - and' redreſling wrongs, although 
even In that pure eſtate there had been a decent Order obſerved 
as in the Angelical Nature. - But man having fallen from that Pri-- 
mitive, pure and peaceable State, and corrupt” Nature ſtanding in 
need of Government,God Almighty, the Great'Monarch and Sovee 
raign of the Univerſe, who is not the Author of Confuſion; but of 
Order, inſtituted and Ordained Government, for the encouraging 
of Vertue, and puniſhing of Vice, and Mankind finding their 
Laws. uneafie, and it being impollible to prevent Violence, and In- 
juſtice, after Families 'began to multiply, without entring into So- 
cieties, it was therefore the common intereſt: of Mankind .to enter 
into Contratts and Agreements, for freeing themſelves from a State 
of Force. I intend no tedious Diſcourſe - on this SubjeR, : and 
_ therefore I paſs by the Patriarchal 'Government of the Fathers of Fa 
milies,which for a ſhort Seaſon after the Creation, and the F lood might. 
have kept ſome order and peace amongſt men; but after Families 
began to multiply, that Government, meerly founded on natural af- 
fection, could not long ſubfiſt, if we bue give liberty to our thoughts 
to conſider the juſtlings that ariſe from intereſt or ambition even-be- 
twixt deareſt Relations, it is not then worth the pains to enquire 
how long this paternal power continued, nor will'my preſent deſign 
allow me to ſearch narrowly into the Original of Government, only: 


by the by I ſhall for clearing of this, a little lay down the following. 
Poſitions. ; At 


Firſt, There was an abſolute neceſſity for particular Families, after they be- 
gay to multiply, to enter into Societies, and to unite themſelves into a po- 
litick Body, without the acknowledging of this it is' utterly .impoſſi- 
ble to conceive how violence and injuſtice could have . been: prevent- 
ed; for while every man was Judge of his own right, there could/be 
no redreſſing of mutual Wrongs and Injuries, no. end of Violence-and 
Strife; we have an early inſtance in Adams Family of the Corrupti-. 
on of Humane Nature, where we find-God as Judge challenging Cats 
for Murtheriog his Brother, -and inflicting a puniſhment [upon . him, 
which 1s an evidence how little the Paternal Power and Authority 
was regarded, and if we ſearch more narrowly into the ſacred account 
of Government in the Infancy of the World ; we ſball find that-be=. 
fore the: Flood the Earth was fled with Violence, becauſe as it would 
appear, this Patriarchal Power did not puniſh Injuries, nor could reach: 
Capital Offenders, they having no! power over . other;Mens Lives , 
without entring into a Society wherein Men for ſecuring their - own 
Lives, preceded of their own Right, - and condeſcended upon Laws 
for puniſhing of Offences, and this leads me. in.the- ſecond place to 
conſider, Fo 2-17 apes "008 14@.::: * Ol 


oy 
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- That. after Families had-entered into Society, and agreed to unite 
amongſt themſetves, either tor preventing mutual injuries; or reſift- 
ing aforce.which would have ruined, anddeſtroyed them.in feperate 
and difunited Families - There was a neceſſity of ſome Government, with- 
. ont which the Society could not ſubjift > for as long asevery Min is Judge, 
' and may do what heipleaſes ; what Peace can there be ina Society > But 
as to the ſpecies of publick Government, and how it was at firſt ſertled 
in every Nation, This behoved intirely to depend npon tholewhoente- 
red into'that Sociery, and therefore 1 lay down this third Poſition, 


- That. Government conld not be ſettled without conſent aud \ugreement : 
It is cmpoflible to conceive how 'Socienes could ſubmit,* either to 
one: Man, oro a few- of their Number without their own c6nfſent ar 
firſt; 'or how one Man could take upon him to be a Ruler, and- Judge | 
over the whole Society without their choice and-appointment, un- | 
les he-kept that Power by a continual force, whichas contrary to the firſt 
Poſition.The Species of Goverament;whether by one or moredepended 
not firſt on the choice and deliberate advice of the Society, for-tho' F 
apprehend it was' the Merit of the Perſon chat: firſt enclined the peo- 
ple 10: t/eft, and prefer one before the reſt, to'go out with their Ar- 
mies;/:and keep the Society in order , and that they did not annex - 
the Governmentto:a particular Family and Race- of Men, till after- 
wards they -were ſenſible of the' inconveniences of an'Ele&ive Mo: | 
narchy; and the other kinds of Government had no Place, till Ty- | 
ranny-rhade. Monarchy hateful -' Yer {till-it is certain, that. che peo- | 
ple made their Xi»gs, and that they were Elefive, or Hereditary as 
the people thought convenient ; for unleſs we ſay that Kings were 
iminediately defigned and appointed by God Almighty-to Rule: the 
people,' and that the- people. knew their Committion, or that God. 
created Prince and people in the beginning, We muſtacknowledge 

"that-ir is the peoples Choice and Conſent that. makes a King; Nay, 
E ſhall make i afterwards evident , that without the peoples Conſent 
zbere is . uo King ; but. becauſe there can be no Government without 
Laws; [8nd that- pebple who conſulted the publick good 'and: their 
awn ſafety, . would never have-'condeſcended.'to make Choice of a | 
Governour:to Rule at his Pleafure :. It is certain.in the Fourth place; 
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- That": Government « opuld not ibe ſettled without Contrat and agree: 
ment iz. and that thoſe-mutual Obligations 'of a King to. prote&, and 
people xo obey, "are neceffarily. included in the Nature of ' Govern- 
ment:;\.for otherwiſe 1 defire.to know for what. end 'do-the' people: | 
give their Allegrante , if not-to, be Protected from Yelexce : Tt is oe | 6 
ſo repugnant to'/a-Mans reaſpn-'to think that: a whole - Society of Bhs 
wiſe.and- thinking Men, would freely give up themſelves to be 
Ruted..by: one Mans: Will that: as: long; ag Men are Men, they 
cannot readily believe it ; for ſuppoſe ſuch Pactions had not been - 
pre 
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preſt they might be underſtood, . unleſs w go Mean entred its Sobg- 
ety, they gr be hederfiondy 'to' no themſelves ten times more 
miſerable than they were, It is indeed ſirange:that any Main ſhouldaolrbe 
of ſo ckar a Truth, without the ſyppoſitios bfi which at is: not poſſible-co 
conceive how Gayernment could have been aftabliſhed; oreontinued, ; It 
is this Mutual Contra that Jaid.che Foundation of the Goverriment, and 

E s civil Relation of King.and Subjett :-: for without 
this voluntary Conſent and ContraQt there ragy be a Tycant, but no R 
_ Government. Was there evera;$ociety of Men that ſubmitted themſelves 
to a Kibg whom they did yolunserily chooſe, upon: any ther Deſagm 
than to ſecure their ves and Fartunes from the Violence and Injuries 
feared before? OMA «ono t bar mts wotfe nh 
| T have bern obliged to ialifta little upon; this, becdinſe: T had occaſion 
Frequently to make mention of' this Origind! 36d Fexdamentel Contrat:be- 
twixt King and Pegple : So that we need.not ſearch our Records for find- 
ing it- out,. for the very nature of. Goverament: implies the neceſſity. of it'; 
and hore parteen ary If we ſearch into the:Qriginal of ous Monarchy, 
we ſhall from thoſe dark and obſcure Hiſtorical. Accounts we:havey find 


= 
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that Fergwm, who was the firſt inyeſted with the Roe! Dignity; watchb-. 
ſen and {et up by the People, and after his Death they gave duch anltevL 
dent Inftance of their Power, that finding the Inconvemieticy.of an imme- 
diate Lineal Succefhon. when a-Child, ' they made: a Law; That'rhi nexe 
if that Race, fitteſt zo govers, ſhould ſucceed to the Government  owly _— | 
s Life, and then to retarn to the Lineal Suiceſſor.. It were tettious torgiv 
an account of the Oppoſition our Kings met with from thbPtople,: when 
they began to tyrannize and opprgſs them : Al which -ate-fufficieat Evie 
dences that.our Monarchy, from'its very Soutee, was Limyred and Legal, 
and not Abſolute and Arbitrery,the Legifietive Pomer,bei ided between 
the K/zg and Repreſentatives sf the.Prople'; and both betag bound to.other 
by mutual Oaths: And the King, being obliged to rule by Law, what 
greater Proofs can we deſire for confirming this! Qriginal-Contratt ? 
\ It is then the Confeat of the People that gaye being to all-Kihds of law» 
ful Government, without, which Conqueſt could give oo juſt Title 3 and 
thoſe, Kings who in Scripture were. __ by-God himſelf, yer: were aiade 
Kings by conſent of the People, As for Abſplute Monarchy, it .car-never 
Rb LE by Force, can be, approved 'by bone . but; (Gourt-Para- 
fites and Flatterers, is contrary to the end of all Governniengs; in turning 
Subje&ts unto Slaves; and therefore. being unlawful; 1tiay be juſtly oppo- 
ſed and rejedted. © +. 3c 51 ene: 
I come now to couſider the Argument of our Divines, who-plead for a 
Ture-Divino-Monarchy, and that Kyngs hold their. Croivg immedintelj from 
God Almighty alone; that their Power is therefote uniimited avi xbſolutednd are 
not accountable ts the Peqplt, © who are to ;vbey and ſubmit, and. nor to diſpute 
bis Commantls, or in any «aſe to refit bi,” This Doftrins, in. this laft Age, 
has been {o importunately obtruded wpon People both fromthe Palpir ard 
Preſs, that the maſt part believed.itto ben Truth, withourever examin- | 
ing it : Men who hbaye ſuck'd in Principles with their Milk, will barely 
be prevailed uponito diſiacd them. Prepeſſeſen and Prejadece are Gi = 
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kkeDifkchtries and-almoſtitequire a Miracl&to ovetcpme them ;and if it 
exe 80t:tharthe preſent great and miraculbus RevGlotign had' Qtitribu- 
mibto'diſpet thoſe 'Miſtsthat blinded ſo/miny, and given Courage to the 
mote Tngenuous to uſſerr add vindicate the Truth, we had been fog into 
flavery,.andneedell:no Statire to eftabli{h 46/o/ure Paper ih the Prince,or 
$1aviſp Subnaffion in'tle Sebjit?.' ' Bur God'be thanked, that only "Ehirch in 
ther World" which preact/thils DoQriifl; 'is now Bear to deery 14," ad 
Sippiners, and the 
ly peg 


54-0 obtained,” and prof _ all Men to irs Belief we 
able Natierzand Church - 


this DoRritie, would prodvice that Divine'Grant, or telus where We might 
would pit an'end ro the Controveffy among good*Men? 


mand thereaappointing Hhſviuie Mondreby tobethebiily Government; for 
ahem alliorhiov bled 


rFerred this Right on Kings, 


Grant, 
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"We'don't leartt from ſacted' Writ wits Monarchy was inſtituted} on- 
ly it is'certainthat Ih ract, God SOWN Peopteand Inhertajice, were's long 

time governed by Judges;*hefore their" tmportiinity" fed them to deſite a 


Es judg them, and to'$& out bef&re*them, and Bght their Bartels; 


Aſrael being the' only Nativity in the” World, whotad Kings bf God's 
own beſtowing #tid- appoititmient, I-ſhall a litrle confle#this particufar of 
FJwre-Divino-Mornarchy, 'whith-never had place” but amongſt thit People, 
ard'lays no Obligation' upory other Natiors, unleſs that'fame inymiediate 
Revelation appointing . and/nominating the-PerfonSafi# Families huveſted;" 
and'having rizht to the regal-D gnity,be nate evidetit;there being peculiar 
Reaſons for that Tiſtitutionz' relpeCting'the* Meſieh," if'tntailing the Crown 
afi Dirvid's Poſfterity, which 'cannot be pretended to witrant the Lineal* 
Sicteſion in” other Nations." -But norto be further *dious, I paſ&qn to) 
cenſider'the Hiſtorical wetount the Scripture gives us bfthe Regal FS) 
vity*in '1/rael where their 'Kings were nattied and appointed immieviately 
by God; -indoifg of whith ſhall take-norice'of thefollowing Particiilars;' 
which I” appretiefid- wilt nor be very agreeable with' the Maximes of-our - 
Divines'who-plead for a furDivino-Monittchy:' ! 3507 0 Ont 
<1; We ſee it" wn the wmperivunity of the People th gieve the firſt riſe to 
Mprnarchy in Tract; for theytinding Saniuel 01d,” and his Sons not! walking 
W' his ways, - but- perverting -Judgment;: "they deſired: ia; King"to/juds' 
them, and fight their Battels: and tho Sz##el repreſefits the manner of the! 


to 
* os” 


King who ſhould :reignoverthem; in the moſt/reretble and affrightin 
os Fs .yet aothing wouldiptevail with them,they muſt have a Kj#g'; and . 


hearkensto their Voicejand 'givestherna King: TheReaſor rhs people 
copounde@ itt asKking a X7ug,is,that He-mmey Jade chebs 35nd the rexſon-God# 
ive, inbeſftowing uport thema: King, 45 their Safety 1-Sam.9.16.;'So that” 
Salus Populi oft ſuprema Loni Hence Dawid is faid to beichoſen to feed Hiv People: 
* 2: Thoſe vey Kjngs who were particulirly-choſen by God, 'obtainednot the' 
ing dom without the - Peoples conſent,” this' being indeed'the- Foindation of 
all lawful Government. Toebegin with Savl;we find that after God had'cho- 
fort him, and Same! had: anvinted Him, yet he is 'agaih choſen by Lox, 
and gets ngaſty Approbation ; and/yetall this does noteſtabliſh himon 
the Throne ; - fome of then? deſpiſe himi' infuch a-mianner, that he is for- 
ced- to retire-home ; andthe firft'accounttwe geriof Hints his coming out 
of the Field'after the Herd :'but after he had defeated*the Ammonitts,then 
at'S amucls Deſire they ' went to Gilg}, 'ro'renew the Kingdom; axd there 
they made hins Kjng.  I'ſhall paſs over the account'of Sev/s Son made King 
by. Abzer, and conſideriDavid, whom'God had anoifited and choſen to be 
King over 1j7ael ;* we'find firſt that Judah, and then ſeveral years after 
Iſrael, came and? anointed hin Ring.  And- tho his 'Son Solomon' was a- 
nointed King by: Zzdock;and Proclaimed'by Np ad choſen by God, 
yet that this haſty anointing may 'not be*quarrelled by the People; we find 
them at a Solemn — nding him King the ſecond Time. | I might 
run thorow the whole Hiſtory of the-Rings'vf Judahand.I/rael, and ſhew 
the Conſent of: the Peopleto be' neceſſaty to the making « King. _ 
+2. Tho God: Almighty immediately Fafa 'up and made choice both of the 
Perſons and Families 4 he Kynes of - el; yer: they. were no Abſolute, and 
ITPRTDos &s * Q - 
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manger of the Kingdom ; and to preſerve. this,Record ſurc, he wroxe itz. 
a. Book, and laid it up before the Lord; which ſecins to havea reference 
hat we find recorded concerning the Duty of a King, Des. 17, 16; 7g 
my In the next place we find Devid making a Covenant with the Elders, 
of 1/raz! before the Lord (where the Original Contyetf was laid up) be- 
fore ever they gave him the Government whieh is an ynacouotable. buſineſs; 
if notwithſtanding the King lay under no Obligation to ithem, nor fices 
cepted. of, the Government upon Conditions 3: nay we haye 2 notable Ins 
ſtance in Hezekiah, that they were not Abſalutre Monarchs,.ryling, by their 
own will, nor claiming a right tothe whole. Legiſlative Power, for 2 Chron. 
29, 30. and 3o. 2, 5, 6. we find. the Princes joyned with the King in gis 
ving Command and eſtabliſhing .a Decree, - and the Letters iſſued out igy 
the Name of the King and Princes, ts 2 I-46 i ref 
' 4. We find that thoſe Kings who nere immediately appointed by God,; and. 
bid the Crown entailed ta their Poſterity, forfeited their Right tathe Governs 
went, by their not performing the Conditions of the Original Contrats. "This 
we ſee Rehobown, refuſing to caſe.1{rael of that heavy Yoke they gr 
ed under, loſt that Kingdom; What Portion (lay. they) haves Devi 
wcither have we inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe ; They fairly capitulated with 
him, never (as it ſeems) dreaming of. his; fb/olute Power; and Divine 
Right ; and it would appear, by his deſiring three Days toreturn them 
an anſwer, he did not than upbraid;them for their treaſonable Words, it; 
ſaying they would ſerye him upon Conditions 5 and'tho he: forſook the old 
Mens Counſel,yet we find him not quarrcelliag them for-it,tho they. expreſs 
themſelves in a very odd manner, toan abſolure. Monarch- (as is pretentied} 
If (fay they) thou wilt be a Servant unto this People this Day, and wilt ſerwe 
them, and anſwer thers, &rc. What firange Language is this ? might he nat 
have told them, they were too bold to ſpeak at that rate for SubjeRQs, to fag. ' 
they will not obey him as King if he yield not to their Deſires? Ir is true ln 
followingthe young Mens Advice he treats his complaining SpbjeQts rough- 
ly, and they are nevera whit behind with him, as] have 8 ready ſhown. 

5: Tho Saul, David, aud Jeroboam were particularly choſen by God, gat 
we find not that God Almighty ted himſelf to a Family, 07 to the next imme- 
diate Succeſſor : For thothe Crown was entailed to their Poſtericy, and 
they were all three Hereditary Monarchs, yet it was upon eertain Conditt- 
ons, Which they failing to obſerve, forfeited the Reght of being eſtabliſhed 
in the Kingdom: It was upon this Account we find Sew/. rejetted, who 
otherwiſe ſhould have had his COTE inheriting the Kingdom of 1/raec! 
for ever, 1 Sam. 13. 13. The whole Tribes, 'exrept Jaddhy arerent trom 


Rehoboam, 
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ings, but that the moſt High ruleth amongſt the Children of Men, and: ſer- | 
eth up oneand pon down another; they are not exempted fromanall-ruting 
| Providence, bt | 


't&tommended, but not the leaſt 1ntimggion of Monarchy Yr modes 
te determi- 
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: the Perſon of- Perſons veſted with this Powet, it is of Homane Pxtra; ; 


-and zherefore called: by- the Apoſtle” Peter the Ordinance of Man; which 
- unplies the-Conſont of the Praple 1 ro be neceflary in beſtowing of it Uuponrone 
-o8 more ; as the' Conſent bf<the'Perivhs who enter intoa married Stare is 
that which detetmins the'Baigain, thoir-is certain that Marriage is as well 
. an Ordinance of God as: Waeilt acy ard it is evident the Greek Text war- 


-rants. this : Senſe) and-explantifion. 2A for Obedience atid SUbwik, 


-which is {o- much urged om this Tow let it-be taken in the 'Eontrete, 1 
think-it. will ot reachiout prefect Ciretimſtances; further than r0 obll 
usto ſubmitto King Willian;'who & the Power in being; and now in poſ- 
ſefGon of the Crown : Fer we'ds nobfind our Sa Jour, or his Apoffles en 
joining Chriftians ro-ſcanitlie 'Right and Thiele of rhe' Powers then-in being; 
but exhorting them to live quietly and peaceably ' under their roteftion, 
and, upon'this 7 7; of 6ur-Religion gave Tribute'tnto Ce- 
ſar,who tio cobld pretendd Legal/Title for rant Cz pre having ufyrped « on 
tbe Fmt) this Succeſſor; Weuftsz beifis then the Power in being, cont 

ed the Uſurpation ; (and thebelt Claimthe could have, was the forzed Ap 
probation of theState.” It is well knowithat mahy bf the' Roman Enipe- 
rours were ſet up by the Saattiers, and had no betret: Title, than the Arm 
who made:chaice of them” had any-Legal Powet for what they did ; at 
whether. Claudine or Nero Wett the "in being, whenthe Epiftle to rhe 
Romans was writ, it matters not nutty; Chriftiatis then were commands 
-to:ſubmir ro them, and not- f0quirreftfieir Tide.: Kiirthe State of Chri 


ans :now is quite different Frm thats? Primitive Chriſtians, iWho'Had nd 

Liows in thoir- Favour, and(b'tould noi legally refift the Powtrt in Beit Ts 
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"_ he had:ſeen many Miracles wrouglic;and evenat that inſtant an evident 
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Nemonftration:of his. Power, in-daſhing them»to:the. Grounchhy'a Work: 
'Yer this had no Influenceupon.him, heidichnot aQ Faith onthe: Afliſttnce 
'of Heaven 3 and therefor our:Sayour: chegksbim, Thinksſ:thou'that bcax- 
wot now pray to. my. $* 3:5 and he c (ball preſently fie 6 more than twelve La- 
Lions of Angels ? 3+ His drawing his Swordiwas unſeaſondblt;. and:con- 
trary.to his Maſter” 's Defign, of which he ſoffrequently.colddhim, Pur i thy 
Sword $no the Sheath: the Cup that my Father glues me,: ſhall I not drimve 7 
Joh. 1 I LED x. He had foretold his Diſciples [of lis Sufferings;! avd rebuked 
2 zer tor dilluading bim; ,and.gaw. the Hour being. come, jf our:Sdviour 
d reliſted, how. could the.Scripturs beulfilled?-But' if Refiftance tud 
been 1 ll cale>unlaw whul, how came gur;great-Maſter to; defide his:Dillot- 


Fotos pp Swords? «Did he. MRS: nirupay the ſatkeag;Condition 
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eur Nation, - who'upen-juſt Grounds, after: mature.Deliberation,,. liavede- 
clared:the late Kingto have-forterted;his Bright of the. Crown. 


Having thus ſufficiently anſwered all the Objeftions, that can be urged 
again{t the Reaſons.made ufe.of by: thei States, for declaringithe: Throne 
Vacant, and molt of: them-being; mattersiof:- Fatt, which cannot: be, diſ- 
proved : 1 ſhallnow, very briefly, conſider the Reſolution of the;Eſtates, 
in-declaring the-late King James ro:-have forfeiced the Right:ofthe Crown, 
andthe Throne:to be Vacant; hp 712 733 © 


Some Men; cannot endure ito: hear of -an; Hereditary: Manarch's:forfeit- 
19g his Right: buc theſe Menare offended; without: telling us theit Reaſons, 
which is indeed impeſible for thera to produce ; for thour Kings are obli- 
ged to: Rate according to. Lav, andi liave-only- fo much Paxor 2s/the Law 
ares them ;. if 18 was he Peoples Chatee, that preferrdd:thenx before: others, 
ind: forentaibed tht Crown upon their Race, © upon cortuin Texms: and Conditi- 
ox5 5 then: certainly, if they break thefs- Conditions,. agd inſtead of a. Le 
oa} Government, they uſurp ani Afolxte and Tyrannical Power ; it is2a clean 
and ſelf-evident » Conſequence that ahey: forflin their . Right to: the Crown, 
I:haye already Made it-evident, thae'the very Nature and:end.gf Govere- 
me#t;fuppolk an Origins! Contract, andithat there was never @ Gbverament 
inſtituted without the Proples Conſent; that our Kings are mated and Lev 
ze{ Monerchs, and are-<engaged.to rule according talaws : if themitbe cer» 
tain. (as by fad experience we know i6\ wes) that" the late King: aſkuned 
the Goverriment contrary. $a Laws and: 4hvaded the: Fandarental Gonftitutir 
ax; inverting all the ends of Government by manife& Vielatians and in» 
ſufferable- Encroachments ; there rentains not the:lealſt doubt. of his fary 
ſeiting. the Right of the Crown. 'Thiy is-{0- palpable a:Truth;that none bur 


Men whohave ſacrificed their Judgrgentso Court-Flattery, ever diſputed, 


But to- make this more. evident, (for I deſire to clear all Difaculties as 
far as the brevity I have deſigned willallow;;) I ſhall briefly enquire into 
this pretended - Hereditary Right, and the true State and Conftigution af 
or —_—_ Fs _ : is _ tar = —_— are aj ans 
Ty. 2104 by. virtue of | therr Birth, bit by recom of the Ganſcttution. Fergus 
X 4 firſt, was not born a King, but made King by the Peaple ; and if they 
had-not ſens for Him, and made him King, be, and his Poſterizy, capld have 
hid no better chaim to it than others ;. and they might have eſtabliſhed 
ather: fort of Goyerament,: as well as Monarchy, if they bad not jud 
this the beſt for their Safety and Preſervation, It 15 then Jure Conftitut ignda, 
chat the Crown: was -ſetled on- Fergw and his Polterity, for they mighs 
have ſerled the Crown upon himlelt only ducing kis life, without granting 
ie to his Succefſors by Line ; fo that it js only by virtue of the Conftitutz- 
on, that either Ferg«s was choſen King, or his Poſterity continued on the 

Upon what Terms and Conditions our firſt King received the Crown, 
is not altogether ſo clear as could be Wiſhed ; for our Records heing de 
ſtroyed, and our Hiſtorians giving us but a brief Franſumpt and Account 
of what paſſed in the —_ of our Monarchy (which for its Anti- 
| quity 
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quity finds few natural Competitors) I hope Impartial Men will be con 
tent with this ſhort Narration, which I have taken from our beſt Hiſtori- 
ans, and tho without Citation, I will warrant upon my Credir. - 


All our Hiſtorians tell us, that Ferg being in Trelapd, the Scots ſent for 
him, and made him King; and confirmed the Kingdom to him and his 
Poſterity- 3 and tho there be no mention made in Hiſtory of any Contra: 
betwixt him and the People, yet-the very nature of the thing implies, 
that People aCting rationally, and without Conſtraint, would not beſtow 
the Crown upon their King without Conditions, or put themſelves in a 
worle State-than they were in formerly : and tho our Hiſtorians mention 
not any ContraQ, yet the Account we have of the Peoples Behaviour af- 
terwards, ſhews there was ſuch a PaQtion and Agreement ; - and that it was 
the Publick Good, and: their own Safety, they deſigned in Setting up a 
King : for immediately upon Fergws. Death, they made choice'of his Bro- 
ther Fertharis to. be King, and pafled by his two Sons, as _ young and 
unfit to Govern ; and when the eldeſt afterwards challenged-the King- 
dom, as his by Right, they little regarded his Plea; and-enafted a Law, 
That- the immediate Heir. of the Crown, being by hi infancy urzapable to go- 
wvern, the next who was fit and able to Miſcharge the place ſhould bt choſen Kz9g: 
And this Eaw :continued till Kgxerh the third prevailed with-the Parkgs 
ment'to-change it, -and yet his Son:was put by the Crown,” by virtue of 
this former: Law: ; 'all which is a convincing Proof that the People. [tilI re 
tained Power to change the Succeſſor for the Advantage of the Publick. ' And 
tho our--Hiſtorians make no mention-of Contratts'then, yer this Law is 
an unqueſtionable evidence, that our Kings accepted of the Crown upon 
Conditions. - And'in-the reign of Finnanu the:10th King, it-was appoint- 
cd, That the Kjngs, in times coming, ſhould do nothing of any moment withoat 
the Conſent of the Parliament, that he ſhould neither make Peace'nor' War, 
7107 enter unto any Leagues without their Authority. This is ſucha limitati- 
on of the King's Power, that it leaves him little more than the'Title of a 
King ; and'yet his Succeſſor did Swear to it, and Moga/dws the 23d King, 
is commended, that according to ancient Cuſtom, he did all by Advice 
of the Parliament: and his Succeſſor, for not obſerving this ancient 
Cuſtom, was impriſoned. But not to be tedious, we find ſeveral of our 
Kings Swearing 70 be ruled by the Counſel of a Parliament, to maintain the 
Tztereſt of the Kingdom, ana to defend their Religion. And when they 
were not fit to govern, they were laid afide ;. when they began to tyran- 
niſe, -and overturn the Fundamental Conftitution, we find ſome of them 
Cenſured, and upon promiſe of amendment, continued on the Throne ; others 
that were obſtinate, put from the Government ; which abundantly clear that 
our Kings were no abſolute Mowarchs, but under Limitations, and Legal 
Reſtraints; and every Body knows, that our Kings of late were obliged 
to Swear to defend our Religion, and Liberties, and to rule according to L aw ; 
If then a King aſſuming the Government contrary to Law, violates the Fun- 
damental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, in that caſe, ipſo fafo, he for- 

feits his Right of the Crown, "7 


You'll 


= 
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You'll ſay, there i no ſuch Clauſe in any of our Laws, if « King Tyran- 
wize, and Aits contrary to Law, that he forfeits his- Right of the Crown. 
Anſw. There is no need for inſerting ſo edious a Clauſe, - either in our 
Laws, or in the Oath taken by the King, it is enough that they are, 
obliged to rule according to Law ; and if a King forfeits not his Right 
when he breaks his Oath and deſtroys the Laws, 'what empty [Things are 
Laws and Oaths ? Do they lay no tye upon the King? Why then were they. 
invented ? And if they lay any Obligation upon the Prince, it is certainly. 
for the Security of the Subject : But if the Subje&t be never a whit the 
Securer, Laws and Oaths may be laid aſide, There is rhen a mutual Ob- 
ligation between King and People ; and tho it be not expreſt;,if he break 
the Condition of the ContraQ, the Subjett is freed of his Obligation ; yet 
it 15 ascertainly ſuppoſed, as Divorce in Caſe of Adultery is in the Ma. 
trimonial Contra&t: for it is a plain ContradiQtion to ſay, « .ContratF can 
ſubſiſt when the Conditions are broken and violated. 


But ſome Men fancy, That Expediezts might have been found out for ty- 
ing up the King, whereby our Laws and Liberties had been ſecured, without 
putting him from the Throne. _ There was indeed a Poſſibility in 
the Caſe, but not the leaſt Probability; and wiſe Men muſt not make 
| Majbees their Rule. It is:well known that the late King was nor ignorant - 
of the Complaints of | his People:;:;and if he ha reſolved to redreſs their 
Grievances, 1t was certainly the fitteſt time for him to have declared he 
would have ruled by Law, and referall things to the Decifion of a Free: 
Parliament . in both the Nations, : before he retired from Exzgland. If he: 
had taken theſe meaſures, he had: ſatisfied both the Prince 'of Oranges 
Declaration, and the Deſires of the Pcople;; and had been yer fitting up- 
an the Throne : But his haſty deſerting us, without ever making any Pro- 
poſals, was a Demonſtration that he. reſolved notto come under Ties, or to 
change thoſe Meaſures he had laid down : and his Letter: read in the. 
Meeting of .the Eſtares, is a ſuficient Confirmation of his fixed Reſolu- 
tions, to-rvle without Limitations; for he propoſes no Expedients but his 
Promiſe. And what truſt might be repoſed in that we may pretty well 
gueſs, by what we have formerly ſeen. Suppoſe then King Jawes bad 
been again; ſet upon the Throne, :{hackled with all the Ties, and Chains 
Men could .contrive, would the Kingdom have been a whit more ſecure 
than formerly ? How eaſily could he have made a Party for himſelf, and 
ſoon: have ſhak'd off thoſe Fetters put upon him by force, either by ſecuring 
to his Intereſt a ſtrong Party. at home, or by calling over the French to 
his Aſſiſtance. And have we not ſufficient Ground to think that thoſe 
Men, amongſt us, who plead for z Fure-Divino-Monarchy, would ſoon 
have preach'd down a Limited one .as'a Repugnancy 1 it ſelf ? But Men 
may talk at what rate they pleaſe; Yet no: man that ſeriouſly conſiders 
the Caſe can ſee how our Religion, Liberties, and the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
Evrope could have, had the: leaſt Proſpett of being ſecured, if King James, 
with all theſe imaginary Shackles had been called back 3 to ſpeak no- 
thing of his Religion which makes him uncapable of our Governmear, 
and renders his Promiſes juſtly Suſpicious. Beſides, if the Eſtates of our 
— G 2 | King- 
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Kingdom had-recalled King” James,. after Engiapdhad fettled the Crown 
upon King Wiltaw and Quizen Mary, we had expoſed: our ſelves to in- 


evitable- Milſeries, and unpitied Cajamities, without the leaft hope of a. 


defirable Relief, 


- But tho ſome Men are fatisfied that King James could not in reafon be 
calied back, yet they cannot endure #hat the Child fhould have been paſſed by, 
and excluded as Sappoſitieious; without ever bringing.that Aﬀair to atrial : 


for it is not enough that it_has been ſtoried: chroughout the Kingdom, 


that he is a@ ivpoſtured Ixfant, but if after a fair FridÞhe had been found 
tobe a Cheat; .the Eſtareshad fulfficiently vindicated themſelves, iz laving 
lins with his pretended 'F ather, othermiſe they fboald have ſent for him, aud 
ſeen to: his Edutation ; iid if the Parents had refufed, the Eſtates had beers 
Free.. Anſd.. This Afair did more properly betong to the Convention 


and Parliament of Exg/and to canvaſs, than to the: Aeering of the Eſtates: 


in Scotland ; for the pretended Birth, being in Exglazd, and that Nation, 
berng] as: muck concerned as ours;..t&.enquire ifito, tbat Afﬀair, whateyer 
they did jhthis, beboved t6 be. @ Icading+ Caſe to us. Now it being cer- 
tain, that the whole Nation, upon good Grounds;:dbubted of. the Queen's 
being. with' Child, 'tad it:not been,reafonable tor have. given fome Satis- 


fa&ron, and to have temayed theſe Doubts ? The Parents could nor bue- 


know thete was a riecef{ity! of givingupqueſtibnable: Proofs: of this, the 
report of the Queen's bigriels being fo-mitch ſulpetted; ſo'rchat all reaſona- 


ble Men muſt from thence conchide that it was the' moſt unaccountable,” 


and moſt unreaſonable Contrivince! imaginable, to refuſe a convincing 
Proof which miglit have beed fo cafily given, if the Queen had been with 
Child, as wasgiven out.| [Fhe ed Labour was alſo anſwerable- rv 
the Contrivance, and earried-on ſo: m the dark, that an impartial and un- 
biafſed Obſerver could. not but fee a'-mifu/ Deſign, iri refuling to give ſuf- 
ficient Proof ina buſineſsiof-{o great Concernment :-and this might be one 
Reaſori why. the Parliameno never maddied with:that: Aﬀair ; for fincethe 
wilfud neglet# of the Parents rendret the:Child's Title ſo obſcare,they might 
have given him a new Title, but could not make his pretended one a whit- 
Juſter ; and the Objetions and Suppoſitions 'being prior to the pre- 
tended; Birth, theſe ſhould have bten' removed by the Patents 5 other- 
wiſe it-was impoſſible to remove rheſe violent Suſpicions the People en- 
tertained. The preteftided Prince then was laid afide, by the Parents re- 
fuſing rd make his Birth open and evident ; and the Parliament had no 
reaſbn.to'prove the Cheat, for ſome. Crimes are ſo black and foul, that be- 
ing committed with the utmoſt. Taution and Secreſy, they admir of 
no Legal Probation : in ſuck Caſes: juft Grounds of Suſpicion muſt 
have place. But this Debate being-quite out of doors; T forbear to med- 
dle more-with it, only I muſt, in1ofaras it concetnis the Vindication of 


the prefent Proceedings, add, that beſides the viokent preſurnptions there; - 


were of the pretended Birth, his being a Papiſt made hit uncapable to 
ſucceed by any Law ; and their carrying him int6 a Foreign Land, gave 
all Men ground to ſuſpett his Education. | = 


But 


- - 
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But becauſe: in Hereditary Monarchies' it is a received Maxime, 'That the 

King dies not ; it feems to be a Caſe of great moment, Whether \the' Eſtates, 
in declaring the Throne to be vacant, overthrow the Law of Succeſſion. 

'n anſwer to this, Iſhall firft in the general ſay, That the YVizimey of the 


Throne is not. inconſiſtent with the Notion of Szcrefffoz : For it is-obvious, 


that many, Caſes may happen of the Throne's being vacant, 'and yet no 
prejudice done to the Succeſſion : Burt here the Laws of Succeſſion muſt 
be meaſured by the Municipal Laws of every Kingdom. , In F+zxce the 
Salique Law excludes Fernales from the Succeſſion: with us, ſince- the 
Reign of Kenrerh III. the Succeſſion has been entailed on the next of the 
Line, failing Heirs Male of Body : So that while we are ſpeaking of the 
Law of Succeſſion, we muft underſtand the: Succeſſion as it is ſettled b 

our own Laws: Now lt 1s certain, that it was an ancient Cuſtom whic 

continued about a Thoniand Years, of putting by the next Heir, if a 


: Child, and chuſing the fitteſt of the Race for Government and yet this 


e 

was not thought to prejudice the Succellion ; and yet it could not be 
done without a Vacancy : But our Hiſtory affords us a too memorable 
Paſſage to confirm this, That the Vacancy of the Throne does not over- 
throw the Laws of Succeſlion ; For it is certain, that after the Death of 
Alexand-r. 3d, the Throne was for a long time vacant, occaſioned by the 
Debates concerning the neareſt -in the Line, whether it belonged to Ba- 
Lol.or Bruce; and yet though there was. a Competition for the Succeſſion, 
and hot Diſputes about the Perſon, yer-it was ſtill in regard to keep up the 
Lineal Succeſſion. Bat further, according to the Law of our ty nv 
our Kings are: not to afſume the Government,” withour'taking the Corona- 
tion Oath : Now this\cannot bt inſtantly done upon'the Death of the Pre- 
deceſſor , which neceſſarily infers a Vacancy of \the 'Throne.-- And it's 
impoſſible co conceive the Death of 'theKing without a Vacancy!" ** 

But now more particulatly:: ' Some think'the Mails Adminiftration 
King cannot pre-judge the'Right of Heirs3' and that'a King who for 
hjs Kingdom, dbves: only forfeit it for himfelf; and not 'for 'his Poſteri 


Eauſ;: For OI iry Subje&s' the Children pofſeR nor the” Eſtates 
it 
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Kings, who ſucceed Fure Conſtitutionis ; So that the very Nature and De- 
ſign of an Hereditary Monarchy would be deſtroyed if this were admit- 
ted, and render it as precarious as if it were E/e#;ze : 'For however at the 
firſt Conſtitution People might have condeſcended on what Conditions 
they pleaſed in ſettling the Succeſſion, yet after the fixing of the Conſti- 
tution, borh King and People are tyed by Oaths and Laws, not to alter it : 
And if King William (when Prince of Orange) was ſo much concerned to 
vindicate the Princeſs Right, upon the Report of: the violent Suſpicions of 
the ſuſpe&ed Infant; what might he not have done, 'in Juſtice, if our E- 
ſtates had put the Crown by her? To conclude, Unleſs there be the ſame 
juſt Grounds and Reaſons, for forfeiting the Heir, there was for torfeiting the 
Predecefſor, neither Law nor Equity will allow it. 

Others think, the Security of the Kzngdom, and Safety of the People are 
toncerned, that Children ſucceed not to their forfeited Parents (but this is a 
very dangerous Plea) ; and that the Right being broken, the ſettling of it a- 
gain is devolved on the People; and they may mould it according to their plea- 
ſare, and either prefer Perſons, or limit the Succeſſion. So that if ever there 
was an opportunity tor the People to vindicate their Rights and,Priviledges, this 
was the time. - x Zo gk 

Tam not very willing to be poſitive in reſolving a Caſe involved with ſo 
many Intricacies and Difficulties ; only I think a man's moderation will 
not be condemned, in ſaying, That ſince King James had forfeited the 
Right cf the Crown, and the Child not being politically capacitated, the 
Right of Succeſſion did belong to the preſent Queen of Exgland; and the 
Crown could not have been put by her in Juſtice and Equity ' though it 
was inthe power of the Eſtates to regulate the Succeſſion, with a juſt care 
and regard to the Intereſt of thofe concerned init;. and to limit it, for the 
good of the Nation, to Heirs rightly qualified: All which 1 _proapond EX- 
aftly quadrate with the Reſolution of the Eſtates in the preſent ſettling of 
the Crown: Which comes next. to be conſidered. ICT? ? 


* » 6 


* The; Throne then being declared vacant, neceffarily implied it was to be 
flled;: And the Eſtates having exaQtly followed the Example of. Exe 14-4, it 
will not be, I hope, expected I ſhould enlarge: here: For whatever' has 
been written for -vindicating the Convention and Parliament of Eg1and, 
upon. this. Head, does equally vindicate the Reſolution of the Eſtates of 
Scotland: T ſhall therefore only briefly conſider the Two following Prejudi- 
ces ſome:men entertain againſt the preſent ſetthngof the Crown, ' -:+ + 
1. Some are offended,” That Kjng William ſhoxld be placed on the Throwt 
with 2 een Mary, ty Re C1 by 6 tak FOrIOs Soak ; GN 
2., Others are angry, That Princeſs Ann ſhonld be poſtponed, nt 
Now. there is.ngt-the-leaſt Ground for any reaſonable man «6:quarze] ar 
ctherof theſe: Fox if all Perſons concerned be content with:the Reſdluti- 
on of. the Eſtates;-,if Queen Mary, Princeſs 4»; and the-Prince,- be' full! 
ſatisfied. with th - preſent ſettling of -the Crown,-I know. notwhy any oi 
vate. perſon ſhould; he, diſſatisfied: For wheie there is no Irjury done, 16 
body, ought to.complain,; and-where there & 2 voluntary-Confent, there 
the Perſons ſuffer no Wrong : For ſuppoſe there be ſomelittle encroach< 
ment, made upon the Succeſſion, yet fince that.was not done either with< 
out 
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out the conſent, or tothe -prejudice 'of thoſe toncerned, but highly ad 
vantageous to. their Tatereſt and to the peace'and ſafety of 'the Nation, 
we have all the reaſon in the world to ſubmit to the' Determinatiowof 
the Eſtates, who' have been very careful to intrench, aslirtle as the pre» 
ſent Circumftances would allow, or the Right of Succeſſion : Beſides, nd 
body can doubt but it was in.the Power of the'preſent States 'to Regulare 
the Succefſion, and it is certain they never intended to deſtroy it: and 
then the right of Regal Authority - did antevedently-'to their : Decht 
ration belong to Queen Mary ; - yet their 'is: no Article -of our -Con- 
ſtitutton- that contradiats the 'preſent” Reſolution of ſettling ::the 
Regal Authority upon King Wliam and Queen Mary joyntly /; for'it 'is 
inconteſtable, that a Queen in- Poſſeſſion tuperinducing a- Husband, .may 
with her own Conſent and Allowance of the ' Parliament, veſt her Hus. 
band with an equal ſhare of the Regal Authority daring her :Life:; 
much 'more may this be done,: when the neareſt. Male to: the Crown is 
already Husband to the Heir before put in Poſſeſſion; and though it be 
determined that the Matrimonial' Crown belongs to King © Wiliamatrer 
the death of Queen Mary, yet fince his Heirs with another Wife are 
poſtponed to the Heirs of Princeſs 4», this ſeems to give: him no more 
than what the Courtefie of Scor/and gives to every Private Man -who 
Marries-an Heir, if a Child be born, although it'do not ſurvive: Beſides, it 

is certain- the Heir of a Crown "may voluntarily quit the*Government, \anl 
. cede the Right to the next Heir ;- for no body carp 4 rce the Heir of' the' Crown 
70 accept -of ' the Government. If then the Princeſs -has willingly  conde- 
ſcended that King William enjoy” the Crown 'during his: Life -time; and 
the Eſtates: have accordingly ſettled the ' Government, 'it is: inſufferible 
to raiſe 'Scruples for diſturbing the Publick Peace, which axe meerly ſap- © 
ported by prejudice. ' I ſhall ſpeak” nothing here of King: W:ll;ams Me» 
rit, whe deſerved ten times more of the Nation, if they: had had. more 
to beſtow 3 -nor ſhall T inveigh againſt thoſe who would ſet up the 


ſuſpe&ed Child, though that had: ſubverted rhe Succeffionito a Mirace, 
and poſtponed Princeſs 4-z's Right ' without a'Remedy.:-1 ſhall only de- 
fire Men of Common Senſe, - to judge whether” our States, findingrithe 
Reſolution of the- Convention of i|/Exz/and” {0 reaſonable and advanta-s 
geous,' had ated Prudently, if -they had not: followed their Examples 
for certainly if they had not-dotie fo, they-behoved at everpnew EleFti-! 
on of a:King to have broke with that Kingdom; and what had'been.uhe? 
fatal Conſequences of that, it is eafie to divine, 17 oy 150 bo obo 
The Ffthtes having thus reſolved on the: ſettling of rhe:Ctownyithe 
next ſteprof their Proceedings is their- Iſſuitig out a Proclamitioh -otha-" 
tive''to the Inſtrumient'of Government or:Chiim of Right; :: ing 
Willian art# Mary, King and Queen'of Ezziavdy:to be\King and Queen 


of Scorlsnd. - Some mien make-this:a matter{ of dfport ng ago .and- 
look upotr it as '@-*pretty 0d) cupaeoa NAY yy firſt to Pros! 
claim a King and*'Queen, andthen»to make offer of -the + Crown 'upon; 


certain Terms'and«Conditions,>Whith theyknaw not whether they way 
Aﬀent te-5+ and til their Acceptance; the Government whis to icontits 
the Powet of the Eftates; Buraltorhoſe-Owtoeries ! and! furious St 
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the Enemies of our Peace raiſe, may be ſoon (ilegged; and calmd, by a fo- 
ber:and unprejudic'd Mind; for -the. Cireumitances; of the Kingdom 
would not allow the delaying of the Proclamation, and in times. of. immi- 
nent danger none but. Foals will ftand upon Formalities, If King W;/- 
Gamand Queen Mery had been in the. Kingdom, there had been another 
method obſerved, but their diſtance and_the preſent Circumſtances and 


' Cendition :of the Nation will ſufficiently, vindicate the Reſolution of the 


Eftates to all unbiaſed Minds , _ of OS 
'. Again, we are told, {hat the Eſtates ſhew little kindueſs to Ring, Wil. 
liam ad Queen Mary, and r:ipoſe no great Confidence in them, to offer 
them the Crown with a Claim of Right, and reareſſing Grievazies ; for by 
this means they. are ſo tyed up and ſhackled, and have the Prerogative /o 
;mpdired aud; curled, that the Subjet# has a jus: againſt them if they 
Ya FEISS: £13: 1. ; D | | F-7.4 | TAIT FOY! 
en rt is2 Malicious and Groundlels Inſiquation,there being gothing 
in the Claim of Right that in the leaſt clips the Kings dye Prerogative, 
except Arbitrary.Power be pretended to'belong to the Prerogative, which 
is the only. thing the Claim of Right guards againſt, in ſecuring the 
Subjet from thoſe Invaſions that were made on our Priviledges and Liber- 
ties-during :the former Reigns, by an aſſumed Abſolute Power. I doubt 
notbut the Eſtates could:/have generouſly beſtowed the Crown, on King 
Fiilam without any Limitation or Condition'; but the preſent Settle- 
ment” having a farther Proſpect, and. they not knowing what might be 
the: Diſpoſition of thoſe: ;'who::may iSncceed, they .had: all .the rea- 
for jn:the-World! to ſee' to the ſecurity; of their Poſterity,; as. well as 
td&their own. > Befides, they have done nothing contrary to. the end and 
delign of King P/illizm's:Declaration,.; (when Prince of Orazpe) ., which 
wad to-provide:a Remedy, againſt the!/Encroachments made on. the Li- 
ries/and! Priviledges of::the-/People, and to Redreſs thoſe Grievances 
prong oanedander : and i Men call this a Curglingiof[the Prexrogarive, - 
.1-underffand /not-'what: they; mean by'ſuch; a Word ; T have al- 
ly RG a good: King, who'Ruting by Law; . has the Hearts 
ofi:hzs SubjeQs intirely; united ro him, is. more abfplutely happy Prince 
than:the moſt Arbitrary, Mobarch in the World. -; But is the | Crs 
ef the:King arid Right ofthe Subjett 16 inconſiſtent, that rhe age cannot. 
beſetured without ther ather, ſuffer ? Itiſeems [Men who: rate ſuch a 
Sotuple; [have xither a defignt againſt thaiPeacs of thei Goverament, or, 
underſtand not well what they ay: 5i':.9 vi Go oo nl ft 
s.Fhe:Jaſt thing I{hall thkei natice of !i0-the .Proceedings/of the-Eftares, 
is'the Rrochmaton agaioft 4he/ owning ofthe Jaate! King James, and, 
Gommandingrpytick Prayteds to be made; for King }H#//iliaw amd Queen 
day, Now anyibatly. in;.geafon would::think, chay ſince; the Eftates, 


»-» 
[ 


who were the baly:prapety Judges, bad:declared. the late Kingled.for-. 


feirtd his Righorahd laid /down-tbe: :Gtounds and Regſqns thegeak;; 3nd 
dqufterwatds deckrediiKing #7 ifiambnt Queen, dry of :\Englana, 


reroInt ger 00 zRand:to:theiDetermioatian. Yet j9me; Men pretending l 


 Qunſcichce;ondultco transfer eheir Diutyito: the Eftablithed Govgrament, 
11 thinking 


pund Queeti: af Sror/andynithat : dbicthe,- SubjeRt5Oof;: the Kingdom | 
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"= thinking themſelves obliged by.theit former Oaths to the late Kitig. | 
ſhall therefore. 'briefly conſider the.Cale,. whether-our Allegiance .be due 
tothe late King, or:to-rhe preſent Powers, .under whoſe Protectioniwe 
live,' who::are <ftablithed in: rhe Government, whatever difficulty ſome 
Men may ſee- in refolving. the Doubr.:j I confeſs I cannot diſcover it, for 
it ſeems tobe a plain Cafe, that; if King James: has forfeited his Right 

of the Crown, he ceaſes to'be our King, and: iis clearly :deveſted of his 

| - Soveraignty, and conlequently2out Allegiance'is 'void and null : For 

' it is, inconteſtable, that:Allegiance is-xxtinguiſhed and dead, : if the So- 
veraignty be deſtroyed ; it is not to the Perſon '/abſolutely, but ro the 
Petſon {inveſted ' with ithe: Goveriiment . chat! Allegiance 1s: due. Fur 
as no Allegiance - was wue' tv ; theo Pirſon before! he mas'.Kjng, fo 

none is ane if he ceaſe .20:be: ſor! Allegiatice:isa relative Duty, if there- 
fore the.-nelation- be diffalte8;:theiAllegiance is, extinguiſhed. This is like 
Divorce ii;Caſe of: Adultety, which deſtroyeththe Matrimonial Contra&t 
and Relation: but if King! Jameoibe 2 ftill King; 'if he has not” forfeited 
his Right;: but retains rhe Soveraigntyy: we ewe :him- alone? our Allegi- 
ance: So that the Caſe is'plain,; thatat is notConfriente we have'to deal 
with, but a\prejudicate; Opinion; 'oppalitetto' ther Authority of the Nas 
tion: for-1t; were an-talte niatter:201fatishe: their 'Conforence, if: they 
could be- brought to'acknowledge>tyat: Kingf Fames i hadforfeited [his 

Right 3 for it 3s. not becauſe they have (worn Allegiance 'eos Kin  Fungs 
that rhey refuſe to Pray for King ##3H#am and Queen Mary,.bat becauſe 
they ownlim Rill to betheir Kings: and-therefore can grve3chtir: Alles 

| glance $0 dciother while-he lives 2) EdoP thinknone' of: chen»woold pred» 

[ 7 tend the Obligation: of their Oarhs; If [their Priaee becameflifious; orſy 

fooliſh that he' became: anfic to Govetm, 'and rhe» Government. rracisfer2 
red upon-agother by the\publick: Authetity 'ofothe: NaviamerOr 'if les 

publickly refign'd the | Government, and- voluntarily. took imleftf td a 

private Life. All theſe ate Caſes whidti have locourred, an@® T1knlow 1g 

body whoever thought.that the: Subjefts Allegiance in! theſe Cafes was 
agt. yoid: and null by:!reaſon' :off i theitoJooſing? andi quitting the 'Sove* 
raignty »:fo- that it is:evient, : that iOathg oblige: tio lodger thn rhe pet- 

{an is' vefed-with the Soveraignty}::oBefides; i thebecis an! obvibus: Caſs 

which would:puzle theſsGentlementd-/refolve; Whether rtie-Naguwras 

lizing of -Foreigders}:wha chad. {yori Altegiariceono -their uni Princey 
ainferceth; Pexjury 2 Ceataily if Allegiance: were-dbſotocely ductd the Per: 
ſon, there could be no ha as. the Oath, and yet here jsatranfla- 
tion of Allggance ordinarily practiſegy)without being Condernned by Law- 
yers or Caſuiſts,becaufe ngMan-is oblifgedito live in oneq\laceiandifhe cannot 
find ProteQtian ar:Subſiſtance nnder one Prince, he may-trave that Sociery 

and join. with:ariother.: Now . he.owes Allegiance no, longerithan) he is a 

Member ofthe Society; and-if he ceafeito be:a Subjet, his: Oatly ceaſerh 

to oblige 'Hhimg: for the Oatlvis upon the: account of .wprior Obligation, and 

thei Subje& owes Allegiance to/ his! Prince by' vertue' of the Conſtirution 
whether:he ſwgar of nor-;4o rhat tf Allegiance"tevafert, the Oath is like- | 
wike extitiguiſh'd. : Befides,.ir is cerraimrhat both:che'Oaths of ' Suprema- 
cy and Allegiance were ne OIEN prevent rhe Uſmparions-and _ 
4rr | IP tenitO1ns 
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32 AV mdication of the Proceedings 

tenſioris'of 'ithe Pope arid Court off Rozze, and gave no new Power nor 
Authority to the Prince, nor. made any new degree of Allegiance, but a 
Bar. to the Pope, who pretended a Supremacy. over Eccleſiaſtick Perſons 
and in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſesz and a Power of Excommunicating':and De- 
oling Kings, and of releafing SubjeQs from their Allegiance. - Now it is 
incredibleithat 'our Superiors, who impoſed theſe Oaths, intended that 
we ſhould be thereby obliged to Prot2Ct a King who-is deſtroying the 
Conftitutian, and overturning our Religion and. Liberties, and intrody- 
cing Popery-: Upon the-account of. barring and Keeping it out theſe ' 
Oaths were firſt framed. Okt IF | 

} have already ſhewed that our Kings are Kings by Contra@ ; that 
their Power.is Liniited and Conditional ; that a King may. ceaſe to be 
King, and+foffeit his Right of the Government.” .Now if. King James 

has broken the: Contra&t, - and not performed the 'Conditions thereof, the 

ContraCt is void, and Subjedts are. ipſo fatto looled from their Allegi- 
ance; for- we owe no farther Allegiance to the: Perſon, than as he is 

King and ads by Law: and I think it was never the Intention \of our 

Lawgivers,inor of thoſe 'who ſwore: Allegiance to the late King, * that 

their Oaths ſhould bindithem to protett him in deſtroying the Legal 

Conſtitution, their Religion, Libercies and Lives. It is the Opinion of all 
Caſuiſts, :thati reciprocal Fyes and :Qaths, and mutual Stipulations are 
quite caſſed. and diffolved, if one of che Partiesfail'in- the performance. 
Now it is evident that King a without Oaths 1s obliged to ProteQ;. ant 
the Subje& .is obliged to Obey.; nay more, our Kings are obliged. by 
*Law,. tofwear. to Defend and Rule us by Law, upon which account 

we ſwear Allegiance. Now if the King infteadof Ruling by Law deftroyes 

the Law,- weare ſet free from our Allegiance, which can ſupport no Man 
to'be a Tyrane, :otherwiſe*the Oath;would be v/nculum een 4%" 394 

. I might here adduce the ſeveral Caſes propoſed by Caſuifts, wherein 
promiſloxy: Oath may: ceaſe to oblige : As if the State of Affairs change. 
or the qualityi-of the Perſon ceaſe, or'a' greater  good' be hindered, &c. ' Al 
which we might urge to purpoſe;;-1t the: preſent Caſe required the 
clearing of | Doubts which might perplex a fcrupulous Conſcience :Bijt: - 
alas>wechave not to.do. with the. Conſcience, but: with perverſe Diſpoſi: 
tions and.Inclinations. With Men: who perhaps: have no-great kind: 

neſs for King Jumes, nor.fuch ſtrift regarders of. Oaths, but who hate the 
preſent  Eftabliſhmets,.;becauſe they can expett noadvancement from {6 

mild aGoverament. fon He uf ioGibon 5 blugs $1573 no; 

If this 'were not the preſent Caſe, I ſhould'further be- at:fome pairs 

to- tell them,; that //e/us populi eſt Supreme ' lexyi: that ' neither \Laws oy 

Oaths againſt the publick Gooa bind the Conſcience: For this being the great 

end off Goyernment,. it is antecedent to all Laws, and whatever deſtroys 

that, is null'and cannot oblige : For it is a received Maxim;!:Prior obliga- 

tio prejudicat poſteriori. ' Now I ſhall leave 1t to every fober'Mind, nor 

bia 'd by Prejudice, to-judge whether we owe Allegiance to-- the late 

King, who was beginning to deſtroy our Laws, Religion and Liber- 
ties, and ruining the End of Government, which is prior to' Allegiance, 
and which-no Civil Conſtitution: can annul. --- 24 | | | 
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on- hath: inveſted wn, William with the Royal Dignity, he is not only de 


.c Burdmuft herepur'a-ftop to any further reaſoning on this Head, there 


earken 66 rhe. Calls :of Providence, and ſubmit to 
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74 A Vindication of 'the Proceedings 

Scotland ought to ſtand byy and joyn:nvith.King VFHLem againfiithe'At- 
rempts of: the late King and his Adherents, the eruglFrexch and barbaroiis 
S365 4-4 4257 735791 07 TIF 299, 3ST UT LAVEE WINS | GH 
. ; oe fre but the Reaſons propoſed; already, wil'prevatiwith ſome'; 
L wiſh Icauld ſay, with all, to change: their byaſſed Juggments'caricerning 
their Obligationsto King Jawes : yet to enforce this a:lutle more; and:char 


no honeſt man be 7 7 from his Duty,/in acknowledging: Kidg: /Filz- 
0 


a5 Authority, by ſome ſcandalous Parnphlets fcatrered through the King- 
dom, ſhall Gtber appeal'to every mans Reaſon;to determine' the. preſent 
Cale. = *; WS f The: os NM Irattert ttt O41 9ldgil & | 
.- One would think the imminent danget we were in of Popery ahd6Jave- 
t1y-;- the one as dangerous to our futyre happineſs, arthe other. to our pre- 
-fent ; and the-miraculous'deliverance:wrought torus .(undeniGad)-by {> 
#erw8rous-4 Prince, - ſhouldintirely tys us! to his Service : Bur alas! weare 
Ekerhe marmuring If acres, whoſe Qbſtinacy and Diſeontents wepe4lmoſt 
as preat a Mizacle: as'theari ——_——; and-if ive periſh and fink:under 
that Ruine we have ſo eagerly courted, and poſleſs not..that--Reace: and 
Tranquilithi purchaſed tons: by. ſo; /Dixine: a Adliyerance, wer nub be 
Wvrded' to'- lay ';.. Our 'i:Ruine' and 'Deftraftion #17 the: oFruiti>ofiilauy.romk 
Cibitegt £qe D923 oti bt lh s oftetr io ontiiye bony od 65 117 fhoteg2!, offa 
-99PHatPopecyrand Slavery were cotming, ad.8 pace, were not thecheedieſs 
Fegrs, and groundlels fadjoulichaf #ibfObtented: Faction $3 were 
dt:aRedawvrhe dark,: bur.dn the Rice of /the;Sun;s 'Fhe whole :Bady of 
- &{eNation:were;once ſehſible!enough, :how neat.we were to'Deftiniftiony; 
dia thut vie were as Firchhwide plyckt ouk afi:the' Eite'c: That 'theoPacſires 
ah#Miferiesweley under, were. butitheXForeritners: of. our groater:Sors 
veg; »themeeging of: ai patkt:Parliamene (whiohonly a Miracle: prevents 
&>) ould qui | | 
nw a#med Sreeonldbratiſe. © New:thtsbeingths!Condigioln. we were 
Ate in/Suribgthe Ragnofcthe late Kitigg) ont woblld think it wereno 
bety-itieflcabougr difficult Caſe:to:tefolve,, whether we ſhoutd:joyn wich 
the late King, who was beginmog'ta:deft1y; 6ur: Religion and: Liberties, 
etwithiKibeP72{a2:who bas ficcbus-mom thoſe Preflures welay urider ? 
A+ ive like Childrety,, doho'are.noſaohexont:ofl danger® than- they forget 
240 rhelr Deliverersom3i.iOn,: hke: Blfes, ataweinlove;df our .Bin 
rining Ohlins? :$5. it the Gharafterrofi6grodhiliartfane ewfberfond of 
SeridrdBhvery?: Hadcot choſemen whenwew filead-forjdyhing: with 
_thelace Kinpz Byes'in theirHeads\azwtil os athcraham?: add diflehey nov 
Foun tnddrthePrefluresrtf im Arbirraty PowentoHow: they gamertd ſ13! 
Hly ro chingetbeit[Thobghrs, amiito:dodvidhat, danger they ancedomuch 
dcade8;-45Satab ball dexmarterofouitdftonsihmindo [s:1010) ada to $20 wm 
knowledge: by. the deareſt Expreſſions anwany * os nd.Kindnals,. we. 
ſhould farther conſider the Riſques and Dangers his preſent Majeſty expo- 
feqHiarfade hvrivarking:this deliverandez>andi the: great ok) homwft have 
fiſlarwdh,; tie tied bean gefeited/cuaier b:LandorSear; Dibbepur his 
Eife itt 6. +7 Ge relieveustyom reffzon;-aid lwasoat os. viſt Ex-" 
perice in providingy for. our:Safety; ;athid orefbart Tittreff 2: Aiddhe lay: 
KI». - 35-4 all 
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of the Eſtates,in.Scotland. "F@ 
allat ſtake!for ns; andſhould not this cnPage is:to: combine cleſely”in his 
defence ?:/Common [Gratitude would plead forthis ;- Publicaxs ant $55 
zers love theiriBenefattors:: But thar which yet ſhould further oblipe us; 
is;. Thar inithe:time of:-our great Extremicy, when we were” nor able to 
free our ſelves, but incvitable Ruine looked us.in.the Face, te nor only ex- 
poſed himſelfj;:bur engaged the-cautious Eftates of the United Prowinces;' 
toifer about>ſoigreat an-Undertaking::-. And; is- this all-the Gratitude we 
ſhow to our Benefacttors, who ſo corfially: and generauſly contributed” for 
our relief, to;joyn with their Enemies, and to do our utmoſt to-ruine them'? 

I muſt moreover add, That if God hath an-Over:ruling Providence inthe 
Government of the World, in ſetting up one, andpnlling 'downanother; 
there are-ſo many wonderful and-miraculous: Occurrences in the ' whole 
Condu&t of this Afair, that we may notunwarrantably from:thence'draw 
a New Argament to enforce our ObedieticeiandAliegiance'to the-preſeht 
King :: For chough I ammone of thoferwho:rallily-judge the goodneſs or 
badneſs of anAttempt; by the Succeſgy. or conclude God's Love'or Hatred 
from a frouming or favourable Providence, which'is:not.the Rule of our: 
Duty ;.:yet ſometimes. 'we may 10 oy and*reinarkably ſee Almighty: 
Power'conterned, :and ſuch! wonderful Characters :6f' a Divine cHand: in 
m_.nagitig and: carrying. on ſome*Afﬀairs:tharmegimay warrantably con- 
clude, :This 43 :the doing of: the Lord, or with the:Noz-pluſt Magicians, ay, 
This is the finger of God. Let us not then joyn_ with the Enemies of our: 


_ 


' Deliverer, left we be found: fighting/againft God; .Papery muſt down, and 


who know's but His Majeſty-is raiſed up to be the Inſtrument of[carrying on 
ſo glorious 4 work, which likewiſe by ſome .wondeHulPrediQtions he ſeems 
to give fs intimation of. _ > 4012232 Sinwzol'. if bog faud 
Yet that which moſtlottdly. calls for our Alltepianceto' his:preſent Maje- 
ſty, is the: Proreſtans Intereſt at homeand abroad niFor: let any-maftiof com- 
mon Senſe tell me, if there be the leaſt probabikry! of: ſecemnþ-the'Proreu! 
ſtant Intereft.if King Jameg ſhould prove ſucceſsful: iForif'he wasio.aQtive 
and violent inbringing in Popery, whets lately;bnePower; What;might we 
expeCt;. if a conquering. Atiny did'again'fethimvn:rhe.Fhione *\ We migthe 
then ſee Popery walking bare-facedthrouph Bryraaa;cand: poor Proteftaines” 
expoſetqall the miſeries and.calamiriesrheipgnaafjed and; crueliEnemics' 
(inſtigated: by Malice:Y' could invent: [It was fome'caſe to the: oppreffed/ 
Proteſtants of 'France, that they hadd proſpeW&of Satery'uponitheir eſcapes; 
bat if his preſent Majeſty-were Tuined;, where! could weiflee for Rec: 
fage 2.107%» noo 9's 2 cor giteebs os te ff Jem brig ob v251 
Fr is ſtrahge, to a”Maracle, that the Severities and Cruclties exerciſed 
on the:poor. Proteſtants in, lreland;:{hould notifright choſe who pretend 'to* 
be Proteſtants, to engage in the lateKing's quarrel:with wretched Miſcre-: 
ants, with an 1;/þ and: Frexch Army, to enflavethemſelyes;rand'ruine that 
Religion. they profeſs ;-to entail-"Popery and Slavery not:only upon them-! 
ſelves, . but -on their Poſterity in the. Ages to come, and to fight with :the 
worſt of Mey, of theworſt Religion, to overthrow the beſt Ro/7gios in thei 
World. Except mea. be blind, they can expect nothing-but:miſery and ca+ 
lamity,.and'the intire Extirpation.of\ our Religion, and the Subverſion of 
our Liberties, if King James with his Frenchand Iriſh Army proves TR. , £ 
- ; con 
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.;\I-confels it does-nor much ſyrpriſe me to: hbas:{Wicked:;ant=profligate 
wietches of..ouir Comminnion, who area ſcaridal £athatholy:Religion they 
profeſs; breathe our diſcontent: ; for ſuch fort of: men deſtryecto-counte- 
nance from a Religious Prince ;: and:cafi make themfglves ;nothing; :unlefs 
they joyn with King] Ji». Bur:thar: thoſe who frem:tohaye' fome.re: 
gard of the Proteſtant Intereſt, ſhould\appearfor the late'Kibgi this appears 
to be -unaccountable;;: for ſuppoſe. King: Jamep were: againoleri upon the 
Throne, :can they expeC&-to. be. longiregarded,; if--from good: Proveſtants 
they. turn-not bigot::Papifts ? It 'is well. knowi what-:Solemn Promiſes 
Queen: Mary of England made to the Suffo/kimes,” who Eſtabliſhed ther on 


the Throne; and how perfidiouſly:{he broke thetn.:'. Nay, Hiſtory informs 


us; that no County in5zz(rd fiflered:io much aeSoffolk did; whichſhould 
lead us to-regard the;Divine: Handicof (Providence. ,:But to:conte fnedrer': 
The Reader might: hawehebn a-Withels. of the barbarous andyobumane. 
Cruelties):of the _ French /King.to:h Proteſtant: bnbjetts, :whowtere the 
thief 'Inftruments of: ſettling him y+the Government: For''tho they had 
not only-Promiles, but many Publicke EdiQs, efpecially that comprehenſive! 
ane of Nents again-confirmed:; _ Engagement-couldtye hat; cruel 
Tyrant [to his -peaceable :Prorefant Subjects 37 bit: being acted bythe Di 
ates. of his: Confeſlor, he tally: verified: that known Maxime pf itheirg 
Faith is:not to'be kept nith\ Hereticks, Nay, have we nota freſhInftancer@ 


clear this, inthe late King James? What publick Declarations;andprivate' - 


Promiſes did/he make,tb preſerve:aur Religion and Liberties, according} i26l 
the Legal-Eſtabliſhment!?:iAnd:were we not Witneſſes of the Enordach 
ments made on'both ?';;FherBiſhops: of: Ezeland,, who oppoſed theiBill of 
Excluſion, and the Monmouth Attempt, . can perhaps give a better:Account; 
of Kibg Famcs:Kindneb;:which-is but ſmall 'Entonragement fot-Proce- 
ſtats tojayn: with him; unleſs they are-before-hand reſolved, \thatrheir Re 
gion be the:ſame withtheuKing's;; 31. 1975 1, 97 bog obo? + 
 » If everKing Faxes ſhould be again-ſet'on-the Throne. it muſt be'by a 
Popiſh Army! of :barbarotis:and croal Bi and French ; :For /however dil- 
cohtented/ Proteſtants thay alittle waiken! King Wilkins Intereſt, yet they: 
ca never; without Forzeign aſſiftance; hope to be ſucceſsful ; and Jo.if he; 
be.againtKing) wemuſttexpett to-betreated asa Conquered Feopld;:if not» 
worſe: xmas as the vameſt thing in the world, to think he will regard 'any. 
Propoſals for :ſecuring our Religion or Eiberties :! No; no, he twho: would 
notFformerly.regard: the: Legal: Eſtablilhment, willnow deſtroy; itiwithour: 
remedy, and make uſe of all the advantages of a Conqueſt, without ask- 
ing Liberty:of his ney; pm Subjes:!; Ic is ſtrange;//men ſhould: be will- 
folly blind:! Are any'of the Proteſtants in Ireland; who wenti too:great a 
leogth inadvancing King fames's Intereft;] permitted: to-enjoy any publick' 
Place? Butroputal! this beyond doubr, 1 ſhall ſetfdowa a remarkable pas 
ſage of ani& Lord, to-a Miniſter of. Dublin, from the print} Account 
we have of that Conference: '7 zs by the force of the Arms (({aidithat- No- 
bleman) :of \b7s Food Catholitks, and by aſſeſt ance fromthe Gloridts Monarch 
of: France; <ithar King James deſigns to-re-gaiz bis Dbminions;” and then he 
comes. in free'and boundleſs, like an abſdlute Conqueronr-; and jhall: afterwards 
ao what be pleaſes. , Me! a ani; 1913C1. 
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7 | of the Eftates in Scotland. 37 
*a But there is no fear (God be thanked) that King William wants hearts 
_ and hands to defend him from the vain Attempts of his Enemies. - There 

t Is nothing but our continued fins that threatens'our Ruine, and carries a 


dreadful appearance of the Divine Diſpleaſure : But tho our preſent Diviſi- 
ons and Animoſities, gives King James a ſignal opportunity to ſucceed in 
his Defigns, and to make us miſerable without being pitied, yet ic is to be 
hoped, that God ghey will perfeQ that Deliverance, which hitherto 
has been carried on with ſo remarkable CharaQers of his' favourable Pro. 
vidence. Tis true, it. were juſt in God to ſuffer us to faba by our Folly, 
and todeny us his further aſſiſtance, ſince we have willfully diſpiſed that 
Deliverance he hath' afforded us, and are the only Enemies to our own 


E Se n_ 


We. might live in great eaſe andquietneſs, under the mild: Government 
of the braveſt and beff King that ever adorn'd the Britiſh Throne, there 
being nothing wanting.op his part that can endear a King tobis People; 
If we will notwithſtinding by ' our mad Diſcontents, endeavour to. re- 

duce the Kingdom'to Miſery and Ruine, and entail Popery and S/avery ine- 
= vitably upon our Poſterity, we will be the moſt contemptible Nation upon 
Earth, and.a Deriſiog toallthoſe'that are round about us. 
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Books lately Printed for Rachax Cafwel. | 
- THE Caſe of Allep jance in our, preſent Circuraſtanices conſidered, in a Letter from 4 Miniſter in 
; rheCiry;-to a Miniſter in the Country. 4%. FSFE: [RED OFT! 
; *.A;Sermon-preached ar Fulham, in the Chappel of he Palace, upon;Eafter-day, 1689. ar the Coniſecra- 
* pn of rhe Right Reverend Father in God Gilbert Lord Biſhop of Sarum : By Anthony Horneck, D. D.. 49. 
fFhe Judgments of God upon the Roman Catholick, Church, trom its firſt, Rigid Laws for Univerſal 
Conformity to it, unto its laſt: End. 'With a ;ProſpeR. of rheſe mear 7approachmg! Revolutions, viz. 
"The Revival of che Proteftant Profeſſion in an Eminetr Klogdom, where it was totally ſuppreſſed. The 
Jaft End of all Tarkiſh Hoſtiliries.' The general Mortification of the Power of the Roman Church in all 
.Parts of irs Domiiions.. In Explication 6f' the 77umpets and Vials «of: the Apocalypſe, upon' Principles 
generally aig by Proteſtant Interpreters. -By ,Drue, Creſſerits, D. D. Ne 
' A Breviate of the State of Scotland, in its Government, Supreme Cqurrs, Officers of.Srate, Inferj- 
our- Officers, Offices and Inferiour Courts, Diſtri&s, Juriſdictions, Burroughs Royal, and Free Corpo- 
rations.” Fol. TOBEPLEE by. fat ot 1.1 F '2-(243F'7 
Some Conſiderations touching Succeſſion and, Alle 
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An Examination of the Scruples of thoſe who M#faſcro rake the Oath of Allegiance, by a-Drvine of the 
Church of England. IG Tat 
- A Dialogue betwixt two Friends, a Jacobite and a Williamite ; occafion'd by the late Revolntion of Af- 
fairs, and rhe Oath of Allegiance. ; | 0 NE 

Two Sermons, one againſt Murmuring, the ather againſt Cenſuring. By Simon Patrick. D, D. 

An Account of the Reaſons which induced Charles IT. King of England, to declare-War againſt the 
Stares General of the United Provinces in 1692. and of the Private League which-he entred into 
at the ſame time with the French King, to carry it on, and to eſtabliſh Popery in Zagland, Scutland, 
and Ireland as they are ſer down in the Hiſtory of the Dutch War, printed in French. at Paris, with 
the privilege of the. French King in 1682. Whic Book He cauſed to be immediately ſuppreſſed ar the 

Tnftance of the Engliſh Embaflador. Fol. 
© An Account of the Privare League berwixt'the late King James the Second, and the French King, Fol. 

The Caſe of Oaths ſtared. yo. | - 

The Anſwer'ot a Proteſtant Gentleman in Ireland, to a late Popiſh Letrer of N. N. upon a Diſcourſe . 
þerween them concerning the preſent Poſture of that Countrey, and the Part fic for thoſe concern'd 
there road init. 4% | 

An Apology forthe Proteſtants in Ireland - Ina Brief Narrative of the late Revolutions in that King- 
dom: And an Account of the Preſent Scate thereof. By a Gentleman of Quality, 4% _ 

A Letcer from'a French Lawyer toan Engliſh Gemleman uponthe Preſent Revelution, 4*. 
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